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Abstract

War is one of the most tragic and destructive incidents in human history, and it destroys precious cultural
heritage. However, even amidst such devastation, certain cultural heritages convey messages of peace and human
rights. This study aims to provide an in-depth interpretation of the significance of cultural heritage related to war.

The research method involved an extensive review of theoretical discussions on war-related heritage. Based on
this foundation, 18 cases of war heritage registered as UNESCO World Heritage Sites were selected. These cases

LT3

were classified and analyzed into three categories: “physical traces of war and military fortresses,” “memories of war
and atrocities, and messages of peace,” and “restoration and reconstruction of cities destroyed by war.”

The results of this study confirm that war heritage encompasses not only physical evidence of war but also
multilayered and complex meanings such as the memories and traumas of wat, scars and healing, and conflict and
reconciliation. Based on these findings, the study proposes that war heritage should be reinterpreted and expanded
to represent a “heritage of peace” and transcend its role of only including physical traces of war to embody the
values of peace. This demands a shift in perception that confronts the painful memories of war while transforming
them into assets for building peace. Furthermore, it urges the active exploration of ways to utilize war heritage for
peaceful purposes.

This study distinguishes itself from existing research by deepening the academic discourse on war-related

heritage and providing a theoretical foundation for the registration of war-related heritage as World Heritage Sites.
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