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The Review of Research Methodology in Korean Medicine through an
Approach from the Philosophy of Science

HeelJung Kang®?, YoungSang Kun®, Gyeong Cheol Kim'*

1: Department of Diagnostic College of Korean Medicine, Dong-Eui University & The Medical Research Institute of Hot Spring,
Dong-Eui University,
2 : Department of Korean Medicine, Graduate School, Dong Eui University, 3: DAEYOMEDI Co., Ltd

This study examines the research methodology of traditional Korean medicine (TKM) as a means to integrate and
connect its foundational theories with modern medical science. Through an approach rooted in the philosophy of
science, we analyze historical responses to the introduction of modern medicine during a period of significant
transition, highlighting the importance of preserving and establishing the identity of TKM. We also explore the
willingness to adopt scientific research methods in this context. As a practical example of TKM's research
methodology, we review the recently insurance-covered three-dimensional pulse imaging examination. This study
reaffirms that TKM research methodology can facilitate not only integration with modern medicine but also the
advancement of medicine as a whole by preserving TKM's unique characteristics and underlying principles while
incorporating modern research methods and quantitative analysis.

keywords : Traditional Korean Medicine, Physiology of TKM, Research Methodology, Philosophy of Science

A

& WHOO] MEo]st MaKDraft TM strategy)! 2025-2034
of k] ojstal, 159 AE, BY, Foe WHS AT
7 g5a A7 Aol TEG 4L B WW AT 9
ARH AP AEH 2z0] 2L 9o 1 wHo| Hrjrke

sto

SN A
uag i, AE, B 2R ojat Bopols] e
W BYab] 9

e

A8l oleigol AWt glol, F714Q AMMo] L7UGD B
steld, ASolslo] diat S8 APLS 3 AEoIet]

= =
AEojete] SE3 ApyMe sty AFYHes ALY 4
gloul, gojstd ApuhEe Au 1 wayol AR
A= gFo] =7 AlaIckn 2
2 A7olAE stojstat Aojojst ool Aot B

fjo

ki

PRI P 2k Ode k39 shtEA WHOS He
ZolME 1 "Bege YAt e Ao Ay o A7
THEl st AEs A stglch. ol E sl Z1E0] AAHAL
olery AduES Ao SAl, Adiols I Aok
of LAY 3ol A Ay wspASte] #FIA Ha HE
Eo=n UL AAS n2lg AtstuAt ot

L apsh, A, Ay, dgdE
1) sk(science)

ATPHES AHEY] Y5 Adtolte FAY FolE UA
ES "ort ok S4AA w3t gigh o= “of" Apdolyt
Aol ohgt o]2g AFYsHe AdTolety st glout ARA] s}
of dish Y€ B+ ot ANAIEY Tt gt FE Ay
W f#Ao2 Nash(1963)= Zstolgdh 95 44 B Wyolztn
312, Dampier(1961)= #tstolgt RA@/ o] izt AAete A|A]o]
o @2 AYste g 9 BAS Aste Aol o

el oY

* Corresponding author

Gyeong Cheol Kim, Department of Diagnostic College of Korean Medicine, Dong-Eui University, Busan, 47227, South Korea

‘E-mail : kimkc@deu.ac.kr -Tel : +82-51-850-3306
‘Received : 2024/08/30 -Revised : 2024/10/25 -Accepted : 2024/10/25

© The Society of Pathology in Korean Medicine, The Physiological Society of Korean Medicine
pISSN 1738-7698 eISSN 2288-2529 http://dx.doi.org/10.15188/kjopp.2024.10.38.5.205

Available online at https://kmpath.jams.or.kr



206

H.J.Kang et al

Einstein(1940) tstolgt 9a] Aile] gatasle it 2de
wajdoln] AASE AL Fx2 WHsH: Adolety Yo, A

A oulg HHEY §383](1992)9] Y 2 APHA HEo|
o ARZ9] Al o]X|of #HEt vhE AAAA £ IRE Wole &
Zolzt  Aojjlon, QUE AP o[ A=
“knowledge or a system of knowledge covering general truths

Merriam-Webster
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Table 1. Comparison of quantity research with quality research

Quantity Research Quiality Research

Understanding of specific

Purpose Finding general law phenomenon
A large number of samples A small number of samples,
Target with representativeness, primarily using
9 primarily using probabilistic  non-probabilistic sampling
sampling methods. methods.
When the relationship between
Relationship the researcher and the The researcher and the
research subjects becomes too A .
between research subjects maintain a
close, the research results may - .
researcher be di d . close relationship,
and target e distorted, so a certain value-laden
distance is maintained, )
value-neutral.
Surveys or questionnaires Interviews
ijta Observation Focus group
collection tool Document screening Observations
Experiments Document analysis
Data analysis Statistic analysis Qualitative analysis
Generalization Possible Impossible
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