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A Study on the Concept of ‘Marrow(Bg)’ in the
Huangdineijing
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Medicine, Pusan National University

Objectives : This study aims to determine the network of relevant concepts to 'marrow', by
extracting semantic contexts of general narratives related to 'marrow' in the
Huangdinering. 1t aims to reinterpret the meaning of the 'marrow' concept that is not fully
recognized today, and to supplement through comparison with the explanation suggested
in the knowledge system of contemporary Korean Medicine.

Methods : First, explanations in the Huangdinejing on the phenomenological substance of 'marrow’
and later discourse made by East Asian Medical doctors were widely collected and
analyzed. Through this process, a network of related concepts were determined, from
which the nature and meaning of 'marrow' was extracted. Contemporary Korean Medical
interpretation of the 'marrow' concept was examined and compared.

Results : The marrow holds an independent position which is not explained in contemporary
Korean Medical texts. Other new understandings were acquired, such as its physical
anatomical existence based on its pathologies, the relationship between marrow, the
Gallbladder and Shaoyang.

Conclusions : 1. While the marrow holds a similar position to the innate Jing, it is not pure Jing
itself. It is material form created from nutrition, yet highly refined, thus holding a unique
position in being responsible for basic life activity. 2. The pathology of marrow in the
Huangdineljjing appears as comprehensive, including the nervous system and various
neurotransmitters. 3. It is necessary to subdivide the general meaning of marrow into a
multiple narrow meanings, based on the physical difference between bone marrow and
nervous system. 4. The physiology of marrow is intricately related to the functions of the
Gallbladder and Shaoyang.
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