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Medical school admission policies vary from country to country. In Korea, medical school admission policies reflect the policy choices made by the Min-

istry of Education. After the Korean War, universities implemented their own entrance exams, and since then, various admissions processes have been

implemented with consideration of the fairness of the exam and the increase in private education expenses. The introduction of the medical graduate

school system has led many universities to implement tests separate from the academic ability test. Currently, 40 medical schools have been approved by

the government and are responsible for providing medical education, but there is a growing movement to open new medical schools in various regions.

The excessive interest in medical school admissions in Korea is creating an unfavorable social atmosphere, where academies are even being operated for

elementary school students to help them achieve an eventual goal of entering medical school. Furthermore, an irresponsible and sudden increase in the

number of students admitted to medical school is causing a disruption in medical education. Medical schools need unconditional government support

to strengthen their role in the community and the nation, and policy consideration is needed to ensure that universities are as autonomous as possible.
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Table 1. Classification of university admission examinations

Period Classification

No. of new medical colleges or schools

Pre-independence College’s own examination

1 College, 7 schools

Independence—1953 College’s own examination 1 College
19541968 College’s own examination 4 Colleges
19691981 Preliminary examination and college’s own examination 10 Colleges
19821993 National college entrance examination 10 Colleges

1994 —present - College scholastic ability test

-Medical-dental education eligibility”

9 Colleges, 26 schools (2006-2014,2016,2019,2022, 2023)

“Medical-dental education eligibility refers to admission to medical school.
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