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Elementary School Pre-Service Teachers’ Perception of
Carbon Neutral Education and Its Comparison with
the Elementary School Teachers’ Perception
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to quantitatively examine the awareness of the elementary school pre-service teachers
about carbon neutral education. To achieve this purpose, 45 students in the advanced humanities course, 49 students in
the advanced science course, and 47 students in the advanced arts and physical education course at B University of
Education were selected as the research subjects. The results of this study are as follows. First, the elementary school
pre-service teachers recognized that climate change is a very serious problem and that it may be is closely related to
carbon neutrality. In addition, they chose social studies and science as the subjects that would be in charge of carbon
neutral education. Second, the elementary school pre-service teachers in the advanced humanities, sciences, and arts and
physical education courses at the universities of education showed no difference in their awareness of the carbon neutral
education. Third, there was no difference in the awareness about the climate change, carbon neutrality education, and
carbon neutral subject education between the elementary school pre-service teachers and the elementary school teachers.
However, while the elementary school preservice teachers thought that the implementation rate of the carbon neutral edu-
cation in schools was average, the elementary school teachers thought that carbon neutral education was not being im-
plemented well in elementary schools.

Key words: elementary pre-service teachers, carbon neutral education, major of the university of education, elementary
school teachers
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