ISSN 1225-0740 Journal of the Korean Regional Science Association Vol.40, No.3(2024)
https://doi.org/10.22669/krsa.2024.40.3.075 SH=2X|A95HE|X| TX[AAT, M40H M3E pp.75-93 75
|

ojzr)d 713129 ool
g AW 47 A5 n A= G

-

The Impact of Moving to Opportunity Across Life Stages on
College Graduates’ Wage Performance®

Ho Kwon Choi** - In Kwon Park***

TELSY o] A= N Aol 71319 A< 1t AXe} 410 Aol BHAE 85 Slsl 7137 St

F O g9] olzo] 719 Ym A5 M A= FFE AHEYTE TG B YA AlEehs TEAF AolE

AR ZAHGOMS, Graduate Occupational Mobility Survey)S 79O &2 4

Matching) ®H-& €-8-5t0] 29 o] o] 9] 442] o] fAkSH il
|

] o
o7& s st st o), thekan Kt A7), H A7) S22 Bt

oL
o2

4= %) (PSM, Propensity Score
tof Ak, A C 2= A

nie:
i3
ol

: A7 A9 o s} A8, A,
A 5 AR RS QA A 4 A, A9 osol A1) A Aol 71 2 FF= 1
A= BN, & 718 Aolof w2 FFe] 7P =853 Ueh= Aol = Hist Ksk A7) 2 Lt 11
2|3l 713)7F FeE SroR 0] o) 099 4]l AR o R JfE viAls ST f4r YA olof ulet
sl Jst o) A719) o)/ ERE o] F FAFOIA O dhe ERIThs HollM FEE v, npRjHo R,
HELO) 52 T AR E G o) QAR A o s} Aefste] A Aol A] 75 olidehs o= A-g-ek
T s W olHRl Atk 7P v et S B3l ek S et @S siastal, Fae)

FHI01 A 71%9], A A= A o)F, A, F=EA

Abstract: This study examines the impact of moving to an opportunity-rich area on an individual’s wage income
to identify the relationship between regional disparities in opportunities throughout a person’s life cycle and life
outcomes. Based on the Graduate Occupational Mobility Survey (GOMS) provided by the Korea Employment
Information Service, individuals with similar life experience prior to regional mobility were selected and analyzed

using the Propensity Score Matching (PSM) method. Specifically, the life cycle was classified into stages such as
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pre-high school, university entrance period, and employment period. Then, a path model was established to ana-

lyze regional mobility, education, employment, and wage income by life cycle stage. The analysis results indicate

that the life cycle stage where regional mobility had the greatest impact on an individual’s economic performance,

that is, the stage where the impact of opportunity disparities was most unequal, was the university entrance peri-

od. Additionally, moving to an opportunity-rich area was a critical factor that cumulatively affected subsequent

life. Hence, pre-high school mobility was also noteworthy as it induced life in the central area later on. Lastly,

while parental income itself was influential, but when combined with regional mobility, it could act as a means of

transferring wealth to the next generation. These results suggest that the state should strive to alleviate the regional

imbalance around universities by fostering universities outside the capital region and reduce the possibility of the

influence of parents’ socio-economic background on regional mobility.

Key Words: wage disparity, regional disparity, regional mobility, propensity score matching, path analysis
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