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Abstract This study aims to provide foundational data for fostering desirable ethical values and enhancing
confidence in ethical decision-making among nursing college students by identifying the mediating effect on
nursing professionalism on the relationship between ethical values and ethical decision-making confidence. The
subjects of the study were survey of 163 third-year nursing students from one universities. The SPSS/23.0
program was used to analyze the data with descriptive statistics; an independent t-test, analysis of variance
ANOVA, Pearson’s correlation coefficient, and mediating effect analysis were performed using Process Macro
4.0. Ethical decision-making confidence among nursing students was found to be correlated with ethical values
(r=.613, p<.001) and nursing professionalism (r=.548, p<.001). Nursing professionalism mediated the relationship
between ethical values and ethical decision-making confidence. Based on these findings, it is necessary to
establish a continuous and systematic ethics education program from the beginning of admission to nursing
school, and to develop and implement various teaching methods that allow nursing students to experience ethical
decision-making directly and indirectly, aiming to enhance their confidence in ethical decision-making.
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Figure 1. Mediating effect model Nursing professionalism
between Ethical values and Ethical making confidence
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Table 1. Differences of Ethical values, Nursing professionalism and Ethical decision making confidence according to general

Characteristics (N=163)
Ethical values Nursing professionalism Ethical dec'1s1on making
. . . confidence
Variable Categories n(%) Cor FQ) Cor FQ) Cor FO)
MESD g eie | MESD Scheffe | VESD |G hefte
. Man 51(31.3) | 3912052 | -268 | 390:063 | -943 | 3.780.76 001
X Female | 112(687) | 394:058 | (789) | 4.00£056 | (347) | 377007 | (999)
Rl Yes 63(387) | 3.97+0.54 646 4124046 | 2870 | 3.78+0.72 044
cision No 10062.3) | 3912058 | (519) | 3872063 | (005 | 3.77:076 | (965)
Experience of ethical Yes 128(785) | 395055 991 397058 351 381405 | 1185
education No 35(21.5) | 3.85+0.60 (.323) 3.93+0.60 (726) 3.64+0.72 (.238)
Awar’enzsslof lti'orear; Yes 109(66.9) 3.99+0.58 1.846 3.99+0.59 620 3.88+0.73 2627
fUrses ef}fif;ra on o No 54(33.1) | 3812051 | (o067) | 393:056 | (536) | 3562073 | (.009)
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Table 2. Degree of Ethical values, Nursing professionalism

and Ethical decision making confidence (N=163)
Variables Ra= | \pgp | Skew | Kurto
nge ness SIS
Ethical values 1-5 | 3.93+£0.56 .20 -.90
Nursing

i 1-5 | 3.97+£0.58 -21 -55
professionalism

Ethical decision
making confidence

1-5 | 3.77£0.74 22| -98

3. &elA 7K, s AEAE, &4 oA
Azl g

tgake] f24 e AbaA ARE e H 7
(r=613, p<.001), Fe A2 THr=548 p<.
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Table 3. Correlation among Ethical values, Nursing profession

alism and Ethical decision making confidence (N=163)
F1 F2 F3
Variabl
arapies r(p) r(p) r(p)
Ethical values 1
Nursing 528 1
professionalism (<.001)
Ethical decision making 613 548 1
confidence (<.001) (<.001)

t Fl=Ethical values, F2=Nursing professionalism, F3=Ethical
decision making confidence
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Table 4. Mediating effect of Nursing professionalism between Ethical values ans Ethical decision making confidence (N=163)
. . 9H% CI
Variables B SE t D T UL
Ethicla values — Nursing professionalism 546 069 7871 <001 A09 683
Nursing professionalism — Ethical decision making confidence .393 .088 4.466 <001 219 567
Ethicla values — Ethical decision making confidence 588 .091 6.456 <001 408 7168
Ethicla values — Nursing professionalism — Ethical decision
. i .803 081 9.818 | <001 641 965
making confidence
F=96.401(<.001), R*=.376
Mediating effect significance verification
. 9% CI
Btfect Boot SE Boot LLCI Boot ULCI
Total Effect .803 081 641 965
Direct Effect 588 091 408 768
Indirect Effect 215 065 0% 363
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