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Cultural Memory and Reification of Memory Constructed
by <Solaris>(Andrei Tarkovsky, 1972)
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Abstract In modern capitalist society, where the influence of electronic and mechanical technology on the
human memory construction process is gradually expanding, academic interest in the cultural construction and
reification of memory is also spreading. This study attempted to explore the way cultural memory and the
reification of memory are constructed and their implications by analyzing Andrei Tarkovsky's <Solaris>, which
delved into the way human memory is constructed based on scientific thinking. On ‘Solaris’, which is both a
planet and an ocean, memories were materialized by taxidermy or fossilization of love and even the truth of
life and death. This can be said to be the result of director Andrei Tarkovsky's reflection on the fact that
human memory can be anchored to something due to a specific event, and that reificated memory is not the
actual memory, but remains only as a trace or trace of the memory.
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