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= Abstract =

Purpose: This study aimed to examine paramedic students’ attitudes towards death with dignity and

identify the factors that influence their attitudes toward death with dignity.

Methods: The study was conducted with 288 paramedic students in Districts C and D from April 13 to
May 4, 2024. The questionnaire was self-reported and collected by sending a URL to those who agreed
to participate.

Results: The mean scores for the variables were 3.03 for perception of death, 2.92 for awareness of
biomedical ethics, and 3.16 for attitude toward death with dignity. Positive correlations were observed
between the perception of death and awareness of biomedical ethics(r=.172, p=.004). Negative
correlations were observed between the perception of death and attitudes toward death and
dignity (r=-.289, p.001). The factor that most influenced the attitude toward death with dignity was
the perception of death(8=-.219, p{.001).
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Conclusion: Biomedical ethics education suitable for the job is needed to promote a positive attitude

toward death with dignity by promoting a positive perception of death and improving awareness of

biomedical ethics.

Keywords: Paramedics, Death, Biomedical ethics, Death with dignity
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Table 1. General characteristics and variables (N=288)
Characteristics Category N(%) or M+SD
Male 109(37.8%)
Gender
Female 179(62.2%)
18 - 21 180(62.5%)
Age (Year)
22 - 29 108(37.5%)
] College 48(16.7%)
Education
University 240(83.3%)
Junior 111(38.5%)
Grade
Senior 177(61.5%)
Yes 181(62.8%)
Experience of clinical practice
No 107(37.2%)
Yes 92(31.9%)
Religion
No 196(68.1%)
Yes 250(86.8%)
Death experience
No 38(13.2%)
Yes 244(84.7%)
Experience of biomedical ethics education
No 44(15.3%)
- Yes 251(87.2%)
Willingness to participate in biomedical ethics education
No 37(12.8%)
Perception of death 3.03+.27
Awareness of biomedical ethics 2.92+.25
Attitude on death with dignity 3.16+.43
e Attt HE= A3>t‘.—;"‘_(t=-3.294, ‘N 3228 (+.41), ‘R 3.07TH(+.45)e 2
p=.001)3} 3hd (t=-2.297, p=.022), Y32 AFAEH Pl IS W o ZUhL FaA
A8 (t=2.869, p=.004), —5—.u.(t=- .840, = ‘9le’ 2994 (£.43), ‘¢lL 3.244(+.41)
o RS o o =3tk S573F
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Table 2. Attitude on death with dignity according to general characteristics (N=283)
Characteristics N M+SD t D
Male 109 3.06+.44
Gender -3.294 .001
Female 179 3.23+.41
18 - 21 180 3.15+.44
Age (Year) -.553 .581
22 - 29 108 3.18+.41
College 48 3.11+.50
Education -.895 372
University 240 3.17+ .42
Junior 111 3.09+.46
Grade -2.297 022
Senior 177 3.21+.41
: s Yes 181 3.22+ .41
Expe.nence of clinical 9.869 004
practice No 107 3.07+.45
Yes 92 2.99+ .43
Religion -4.840 <.001
No 196 3.24+ 41
Yes 250 3.20+.43
Death experience 4.186 <.001
No 38 2.89+ .42
: : ; Yes 244 3.18+.43
E}E)}clpemiréce qf biomedical 1.955 052
ethics education No 44 3.04+.39
Willingness to participate in _Y€S 251 3.18+.43 564 19
biomedical ethics education 37 3.06+.41 ’ ’
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Table 3. Correlation between perception of death, awareness of biomedical ethics and attitude on

death with dignity (N=988)
.. ) Awareness of Attitude on death
Characteristics Perception of death biomedical ethics with dignity
Perception of death 1
Awareness of biomedical ethi 172 1
€ness O. ome ernics (00 4)
Attitude on death with dignity 280 D2 1

(<.001) (.225)
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Table 4. Factor influencing attitude on death with dignity (N=283)
Model Model 1 Model 2
B B t p B B t p
(Constant) 2.916 23641 .000 3.966 13.437 .000
Gender (ref:female)
Male -130 -.145 -2611 .010 -.136 -.151 -2.787 .006
Grade (ref:senior)
Junior 126 141 1206 229 126 141 1236 217
Experience of clinical practice(ref:no)
Yes Q91 212 1797 073 176 196 1701 .090
Religion (ref:no)
Yes =234  -251 -4.499 <001 -.169 -.181 -3.164 .002
Death experience (ref:no)
Yes 236 184 3.047 003 .238 .18 3.156 .002
Perception of death -350 -.219 -3.894 <.001
R? 157 .200
Adjusted R 142 .183
F 10.531 (£.001) 11.744 (£.001)
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