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The style of life shown by Elder Lee Sang-dong
through the encounter between Confucianism
and early Protestantism

Kwang Deok Ahn
(Yonggye Presbyterian Church)

Abstract

This study sought to find the characteristics of the Protestant faith that emerged during the
early missionary work of Korean Protestants in the Andong region of Gyeongsang Province,
where Confucianism was developed. In the early days of Korean Protestantism (1905-1935), it
focused on the life and lifestyle of Elder Lee Sang-dong, a nobleman with a background in
Toegye Confucianism, who converted from Confucianism. Elder Sang-dong Lee's life and jour-
ney of faith can be illuminated and the implications can be connected through the theology
of the faith community by Christian education scholar J. h. Westerhoff Ill. Westerhoff viewed
Christian education as forming the values and worldview of individuals in the community
while the faith community adapts to society and culture. Westerhoff's view of Christian edu-
cation is that these values appear as a way of life within social and cultural processes, and
this life helps to reveal various aspects of life based on different environments. As Sang-dong
Lee began reading the Bible, he came to believe in Jesus and accepted the worldview of the
Bible. The values of the Bible accepted in this way opened up a world view shown by the
Christian Bible rather than Confucian Toegye Neo-Confucianism in the encounter between
Confucianism in the late Joseon Dynasty and early Protestant church history. Thus, he lived
the lifestyle of a believer who put the words of the Bible into practice in the life of a
Confucianism nobleman. He founded the Posan-dong Church and started a church with a
martyrdom faith community. He was the first in Andong to sing the March 1st Independence
Movement on his own, advocated the Korean Independence Movement, liberated slaves and
demonstrated the equality movement, and established new education at DeoksinSeosuk. By
implementing it, it faithfully fulfilled its role as a teacher of the enlightenment movement and
catechesis. In the early days of Korean Protestantism, Lee Sang-dong, a layman who held the
office of elder rather than a minister in an institutional church, is a practical example of the
values and lifestyle shown through the encounter between Confucianism and Protestantism in
the Andong region, the stronghold of Confucianism. It can be seen as providing deep insight
in modern church history and from the perspective of Christian education.
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