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A Study on the Threat of North Korean Small Drones

O| ZHXY «

Kwang-Jae Lee*

2 % 7 53 =g i 2 &8 FTEo] F43 FHEA gt otre] AzZEEE f1Fe] Ha 9k 20144,
2017'd, 20220 LAYE 53 Foly] HAE AIAEL HI =29 7E uhdlel T steAS AHEHoR HoF
Ao B dAqe 53 =2 AR Y HuEs Wds B8t gubEl e Weks A AS 5oz
g B A3 53 =22 Ui W e AV 28 vbeA, A B =2 AE Al S-S, g
o A s AAY FAEA 2 FAE, FF S ek 5& BN olF A8 I dF B3 A2 BRe A
52E AES L, H% =2 AT AEE Aoz Bt A Ay, 53] 42 =2 4¥ AFEFE, Auk-
A v AAZE v gz gu g3 5o Ve 5AS 25 oy, A A, 7l §4, HE Sl 2%
2 5 e 98 248 AUz S sk =3, g | diS AAE w9A-AE T g, 8.4 ATE
Az, B s AA vb), AF d¥y-An B 5o dAE =iz gk uebd B AdE =2 gx-4d U)E
M, gekst =8 $93 7lE &4, HA-A=F vk g {3 )7 1 g9 AA FE5 A4 v ds 59 7]
=4, A, A FHA oS PkS AAEATE 53], st ALE] dAvke] 53 =2 9o st A& Alasta
W7k Ue A& AYste Aol Tasitta AxsAth

FR0|: B8 =8, #AE 99, 7] AE, @ o

Abstract North Korea's rapidly advancing drone development and operational capabilities have become a
significant threat to South Korea's security. The drone incursions by North Korea in 2014, 2017, and 2022
demonstrate the technological advancement and provocative potential of North Korean drones. This study aims to
closely analyze the military threats posed by North Korean drones and seek effective countermeasures. The
research examines the development level of North Korean drone technology, its military applications, the
characteristics and patterns of recent drone incursions, the adequacy and limitations of South Korea's current
response systems, and future countermeasures. For this purpose, domestic and international research literature and
media reports were reviewed, and specific North Korean drone incursion cases were analyzed. The results
indicate that North Korea's small drones possess technological features such as small size, low altitude,
low-speed flight, long-duration flight, and reconnaissance equipment. These drones pose threats that can be
utilized for reconnaissance, surveillance, surprise attacks, and terrorism. Additionally, South Korea's current
response systems reveal limitations such as inadequate detection and identification capabilities, low interception
success rates, lack of an integrated response system, and insufficient specialized personnel and equipment.
Therefore, this study suggests various technical, policy, and international cooperative countermeasures, including
the development of drone detection and identification technologies, the utilization of diverse drone neutralization
technologies, the establishment of legal and institutional foundations, the construction of a cooperative framework
among relevant agencies, and the strengthening of international cooperation. The study particularly emphasizes
the importance of raising awareness of the North Korean drone threat across South Korean society and unifying
national efforts to respond to these threats.
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Table 3. Incident Overview
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