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A Qualitative Study on Early Childhood Teachers’ Experiences in Teaching Young
Children with Language Development Delays
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ABSTRACT

Objective: The purpose of this study is to explore the experiences of early childhood
teachers in teaching young children with language development delays.

Methods: Eight early childhood teachers with experience teaching children with
language development delays were interviewed. The collected data were analyzed
through transcription, coding, and theme generation processes, resulting in three
main themes and seven sub-themes.

Results: First, early childhood teachers mentioned difficulties in communication
due to language development delays, the need for communication support with
peers, and a lack of support from families. Second, the guidance for young children
with language development delays was provided by considering the characteristics
of these children and through collaboration among various stakeholders. Third,
early childhood teachers requested tailored training for teaching young children
with language development delays. They also called for the establishment of a
cooperative system among early childhood education institutions, families, and
specialized agencies.

Conclusion/Implications: Based on the research findings, a discussion was
conducted on the support needed for guiding young children with language
development delays, and suggestions were made for further research in this area.

I key words young children with language development delays, early childhood
teacher, qualitative study
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