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Human Attributes-Stuttering (POSHA-S)
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Abstract

This study investigated the perceptions of military personnel toward stuttering and persons who stutter (PWS) using the
Public Opinion Survey of Human Attributes of -Stuttering (POSHA-S). A total of 67 military personnel participated in the
study (male: 58, female: 9, commissioned officers: 11, non-commissioned officers: 56, with an average age of 31.9 years
and a standard deviation of 8.7), and the collected data were analyzed according to the guidelines provided by St. Louis.
To compare the perceptions of military personnel toward stuttering and PWS, percentile ranks (%oiles) relative to the global
POSHA-S database, which were constructed from responses from a total of 20,941 participants from various cultural
regions, countries, and groups (as of June 2023), were retrieved. Results showed that the overall stuttering score for
military personnel was 7, corresponding to the 14 percentile in the POSHA-S database. In addition, the sub-score for ' self-
reactions to PWS' was -11 (8 percentile in the POSHA-S database). These results revealed that military personnel hold
more negative attitudes toward stuttering and PWS, overall. These findings emphasized the importance of addressing the
lack of accurate information among military personnel, suggesting a need for educational programs mainly aimed at
improving the understanding of stuttering and PWS within the military.

Keywords: stuttering, persons who stutter (PWS), public opinion survey of human attributes-stuttering (POSHA-S), mili-
tary personnel, stereotyping, attitudes
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Table 1. Demographic characteristics: POSHA-S mean ratings of the respondents, median values from the POSHA-S database samples, and percentiles of
those means relative the POSHA-S database

Demographic variable Respondents l?;:;l:) ;Z:c?;?;:;l pzf::ﬁtlﬁe
Number of sample 67 60 60
Age: mean (yr) 31.9 36.9 43
Total schooling: mean (yr) 14.5 14.3 44
Sex: males / females (% total) 88/12 37/63 99/0
Student (% total) 0 16 0
Working (% total) 100 63 89
Unemployed or not working (% total) 0 6 0
Retired (% total) 0 3 0
Married (% of total) 48 53 50
Parent (% of total) 42 49 52
Korean as native language (% total) 100 - -
Self-identification (% responding)
Multilingual 4.5 52.9 9
Stuttering 0.0 0.3 0
Mentally ill 0.0 1.2 0
Obese 6.0 6.7 48
Left handed 7.5 7.7 45
Intelligent 3.0 26.0 2
No persons known (% responding)
Stuttering 52.2 29.9 93
Mentally ill 41.8 26.4 74
Obese 13.4 8.1 71
Left handed 7.5 6.6 69
Intelligent 7.5 2.1 86
Self-ratings for health and ability (mean: —100 to +100)
Physical health 39 42 30
Mental health 46 55 27
Ability to learn 46 57 19
Speaking ability 36 62 7
Self-ratings for life priorities (mean: —100 to +100)
Be safe / secure 72 82 19
Be free 62 64 33
Spend time alone 46 39 61
Attend social events 34 11 85
Imagine new things 43 33 69
Help less fortunate 53 53 55
Have exciting by potentially dangerous experiences 2 -16 76
Practice my religion -15 26 21
Earn money 68 60 75
Do job / duty 61 76 14
Get things done 67 76 28
Solve big problems 69 72 41
Completion time: mean (min) 16.8 11.0 85

POSHA-S, Public Opinion Survey of Human Attributes-Stuttering.
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2. 7} 5ol vl & B3k, POSHA-S o] E1 v 0] 220] ZXE3h(50%ile), POSHA-S Bl o]l 0] 225 7| E 0 2 g Wl 9]
Table 2. POSHA-S mean ratings of Korean respondents, median values from the POSHA-S database samples), and percentiles of those means relative to the POSHA-S database

POSHA-S variable Korean Datatlhbase meqian Korean sample
respondents (50™ percentile) percentile
OVERALL STUTTERING SCORE 7 18 14
Beliefs about people who stutter 26 33 29
Traits / personality 30 21 63
Have themselves to blame® 75 84 34
Nervous or excitable® 31 -3 78
Shy or fearful® -15 -17 49
Stuttering should be helped by . . . -1 16 10
Speech and language therapist 79 95 15
Other people who stutter 34 —4 17
Medical doctor® —49 -39 31
Stuttering is caused by . . . 35 33 47
Generic inheritance 39 18 72
Learning or habit 0 26 27
A very frightening event” =7 -2 42
An act of God” 75 62 62
A virus or disease® 19 39 15
Ghosts, demons, spirits® 82 90 27
Potential 39 67 5
Can make friends 69 93 9
Can lead normal lives 70 89 12
Can do any job they want 37 54 32
Should have jobs requiring good judgment 21 42 2
Self-reactions to people who stutter -11 3 8
Accommodating / helping 31 44 21
Try to act like the person was talking normally 63 84 14
Person like me =12 -29 60
Fill in the person’s words® 49 35 60
Tell the person to “slow down” or “relax™ —58 13 8
Make joke about stuttering® 91 90 49
Should try to hide their stuttering® 54 76 16
Social distance / sympathy 8 19 40
Fell comfortable or relaxed 37 37 50
Feel pity” 70 16 93
Feel impatient (not want to wait while the person stutters)® 76 63 69
Concern about my doctor” 24 46 7
Concern about my neighbor® 34 77 22
Concern about my brother or sister” —22 7 34
Concern about me” —42 32 44
Impression of person who stutters 1 2 36
Want to have stuttering —60 —65 75
Knowledge / experience -49 =34 14
Amount known about stuttering 25 =31 50
Stutterers known 91 —86 12
Personal experience (me, my family, friends) =31 18 9
Knowledge source =35 -11 7
Television, radio, films -9 12 28
Magazines, newspapers, books —45 -14 15
Internet 22 =27 36
School —40 -8 11
Doctors, nurses, other specialists —60 -31 15
Obesity / mental illness subscore 41 =35 23
Overall impression =20 -15 30
Obese -13 —20 59
Mentally ill —26 -8 19
Want to be =70 =79 85
Obese —69 =79 85
Mentally ill =71 80 85
Amount known about =33 -9 10
Obese -15 3 18
Mentally ill =51 -18 6

* The signs of the mean ratings for this item are reversed so that higher scores reflect “better” attitudes and lower scores, “worse” attitudes.
POSHA-S, Public Opinion Survey of Human Attributes-Stuttering.
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Figure 1. Summary of the POSHA-S radial graph for the samples of
military personnel in comparison to the lowest, median, highest scores in
the POSHA-S database (Circa June 2023)
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Figure 2. Individual items in the beliefs about people who stutter subscore
in comparison with the lowest, median, highest scores in the POSHA-S
database
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Figure 3. Individual items in the self reaction to people who stutter
subscore in comparison with the lowest, median, highest scores in the
POSHA-S database
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