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Development and Evaluation of Health Literacy Instrument for
Alzheimer’s Disease: Case of Older Adults in Rural Areas

Jeong, So Hyung

Public Service Worker, Health Promotion Department, Western Public Health Center, Hwaseong, Korea

Purpose: This study develops a health literacy instrument for Alzheimer’s disease. Methods: Items were drawn from The
Korean version of the Alzheimer’'s Disease Knowledge Scale (ADKS) and the Korean version of European Health Literacy
Survey Questionnaire (HLS-EU-Q47 & HLS-EU-Q16). Content validity was tested by experts. To further refine the
questionnaires and test their reliability and validity, data were collected from 324 older adults in the community. Results:
Five significant items in the two subscales were derived from the factor analysis. The subscales were named access and
understanding. Reliability was good at Cronbach’s a .79, and validity through exploratory factor analysis was KMO .897,
p<.001, which was found to be high and significant. Conclusion: The instrument demonstrated high reliability and validity.
Therefore, this instrument can contribute to the evaluation of health literacy for Alzheimer’s Disease in older adults and
to any subsequent intervention, as well as to develop a theory for health literacy for Alzheimer’s Disease.
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