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Abstract This study examines the essays of academic background, written by students from a university, which
is classified into prestigious universities in Korean society. By Latent Dirichlet Allocation, 172 essays were
analyzed to explore the students’ perspectives of the academic fractionalism. The analysis identified five topics
such as, functional aspects (Topic 1), double-edged nature (Topic 2), power communities (Topic 3), symbols of
victory (Topic 4), and dysfunctional aspects (Topic 5). The most frequently appearing keywords are 'individual,'
'status,’ and 'means' in Topic 1, 'definition,' 'school,’ and 'meaning' in Topic 2, 'people,' 'origin,’ and '‘power' in
Topic 3, 'university, 'ability,’ and 'effort' in Topic 4, and 'academic achievement,' 'South Korea,' and 'origin' in
Topic 5. By exploring the topics, we found that students regarded class reproduction by education as important
social issues and they showed little interest in other factors influencing academic fractionalism, such as race or
ethnicity. these findings suggest that professars, who teach the impact of education on academic fractionalism,

deal with the influence of diverse factors on academic fractionalism.
Key words :Academic Fractionalism(hakbul), Class Reproduction, Sociology of Education, Topic Model
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Figure 1. The theoretcial structure of academic attainment in
South Korean society[17]
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