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A Study on North Korea's Nuclear Posture Based
on India and Pakistan Case Analysis
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Abstract Beyond the first nuclear age, which pitted the United States and the Soviet Union against each other, we
are now in the second nuclear age, in which the decision-makers of nuclear weapons are diversified among
countries large and small. India and Pakistan, two such countries, are antagonistic toward each other and possess
nuclear weapons, but their nuclear posture and nuclear strategies are different. The examples of these two countries
can provide clues to the future nuclear posture of North Korea, which faces South Korea. In particular, Pakistan's
chosen posture of pre-emptive deterrence is a highly offensive nuclear posture that threatens to use nuclear
weapons against an adversary to deter aggression. This is an option that can be accomplished even with a small
nuclear arsenal that can be used as a first strike, so it seems to be the optimal posture for a nuclear-powered
Pakistan to choose in response to an Indian threat. North Korea, which is outgunned by the United States and
South Korea, is likely to continue to threaten to use nuclear weapons preemptively like Pakistan. However, it is
expected to be defensive and quite conservative, like India, until it actually uses them to maintain its regime.
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