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A Study on Discriminant Factors of Political Orientation of Korean
People: Focusing upon Welfare Attitudes
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Abstract This study purports to examine the potential effects of welfare attitudes of Korean people upon their
political orientation. The 17" Korea Welfare Panel Data(KWPD) in 2022 are used for this purpose. Independent
variable include sex, age, education, interest in politics, and employment status. Discriminant analysis show
pre-established discriminant function works well for classification of

several results. First and foremost,

respondents’ liberal vs conservative stance. Secondly, except gender and dummy variable for temporary
employed, all independent variables contribute significantly for the classification at a given significance level. .
Finally, welfare attitudes of respondents’, measured by universalism vs selectivism and the attitudes upon
increasing tax for welfare expenditures are found to be significant and relatively big impacts upon dependent
variable, compard to other variables in the model. The nature of causal relationship between welfare attitudes

and political orientation remains for further study.
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Table 1. Tests of Equality of Group Means
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Table 2. Summary Canonical Discriminant Functions
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Table 3. Classification Results
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