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Legislation on Aid in Dying in France

Jieun Lee
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=ABSTRACT=

From a global trend, discussions on the patient's death with dignity are gradually
progressing from the issue of withdrawal of life-sustaining treatment to the issue
of whether to allow assisted death and its requirements. Several states in the United
States and Western European countries such as Canada, Belgium, and the Netherlands
have institutionalized treatment to accelerate the time of death through the assistance
of doctors. In France, after a long period of raising and reviewing issues, discussions
on related legislation are taking place at a slower pace than in other European
countries.

In France, social discussions and legislative attempts on death with dignity have
been actively conducted since the late 20th century. The Leonetti Act of 2005
prohibited the continuation of meaningless treatment against the will of patients,
and after the Clay-Leonetti Act of 2016, it was legalized to administer intensive
and continuous sedatives to patients until death. However, unlike many neighboring
European countries, treatment that speeds up the time of death itself is still prohibited
in France, even if the patient wants. As the existential and universal question of
whether to allow dying patients to die painlessly with the help of a doctor has recently
emerged as an important issue, a number of lawmakers have submitted legislation
to legalize assisted death. This paper examines the legislative process developed
in relation to patients’ rights to dignified death in France, and compares and reviews
French legislation that attempts to legalize assisted death with the amendment to

the Korean Life-Sustaining Treatment Act.

Keyword : Life-sustaining treatment, death with dignity, Aid in dying,
Claeys-leonetti method, palliative care




