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[Abstract]

The narrative inquiry on Korean Language Learners’ Korean
proficiency and Academic adjustment in College Life

Cheong Yeun Sook (Korean teacher, King Sejong Institute Sharjah)

This study aimed to investigate the impact of scores on the Test of Proficiency in
Korean (TOPIK) among foreign exchange students on academic adaptation. Recruited
students, approved by the Institutional Review Board (IRB), totaled seven, and their
interview contents were analyzed using a comprehensive analysis procedure based on
pragmatic eclecticism (Lee, Kim, 2014), utilizing six stages. As a result, factors
influencing academic adaptation of Korean language learners for academic purposes
were  categorized into  three  dimensions:  academic, daily life, and
psychological-emotional aspects.

On the academic front, interviewees pointed out difficulties in adapting to specialized
terminology and studying in their majors, as well as experiencing significant challenges
with Chinese characters and Sino-Korean words. Next, from a daily life perspective,
even participants holding advanced TOPIK scores faced difficulties in adapting to
university life, emphasizing the necessity of practical expressions and extensive
vocabulary for proper adjustment to Korean life. Lastly, within the
psychological-emotional dimension, despite being advanced TOPIK holders, they were
found to experience considerable stress in conversations or presentations with Koreans.
Their lack of knowledge in social-cultural and everyday life culture also led to
linguistic errors and contributed to psychological-emotional difficulties, despite
proficiency in Korean.

Based on these narratives, the conclusion was reached that in order to promote the
academic adaptation of Korean language learners, it is essential to provide
opportunities for Korean language learning. With this goal in mind, efforts should be
directed towards enhancing learners’ academic proficiency in their majors, improving
Korean language fluency, and fostering interpersonal relationships within the academic
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community. Furthermore, the researchers suggested as a solution to implement various

extracurricular activities tailored for foreign learners.

Key words: Korean learner for Academic Purpose, Korean proficiency, academic
adjustment, higher education, narrative
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