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Objectives: This study was conducted to develop a standard acupotomy consent form that takes into account the
unique characteristics of Korean Medicine. The study was motivated by the increasing importance of patient autonomy
and the growing number of legal disputes related to medical malpractice in the clinical field of Korean Medicine.
Methods: The analysis phase of the study involved a survey of the current status of acupotomy consent forms in
Korean Medicine hospitals nationwide. The items of each form were analyzed based on the contents of the Medical
law and the standard contract for medical procedures of the Fair Trade Commission (FTC). In the development and
evaluation phase, the items and contents of the acupotomy consent form were evaluated using a 5-point Likert scale
and content validity was assessed through two rounds of Delphi surveys. In the improvement phase, the contents of
the consent form were revised based on the results of a survey of inpatient and outpatient patients in the Department
of Acupuncture and Moxibustion at Pusan National University Korean Medicine Hospital, and real-time online
meeting. The final version of the standard acupotomy consent form was completed after undergoing proofreading and

corrections by a linguistics expert.
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Results: Only 30% of Korean Medicine hospitals have implemented acupotomy consent forms. The items of the
consent forms did not fully include the items presented in the Medical act and the standard contract for medical
procedures of the FTC. To address this issue, two rounds of Delphi surveys and a real-time discussion were conducted
with a panel of 12 experts on 27 preliminary items of consent forms. The items and contents that met the criteria
for content validity ratio, convergence, and consensus were derived. Based on the derived items and content, a

standard acupotomy consent form was developed.

Conclusions: The standard consent form for acupotomy is anticipated to ensure patient autonomy and enhance
transparency and liability in acupotomy. Furthermore, it is expected to serve as evidence in case of medical disputes
related to acupotomy and contribute as a reference document for the development of standard consents forms for
various procedures of Korean Medicine. However, the limitations of the study include that the survey of consent
forms was limited to only training hospitals of Korean Medicine, and the standard consent form is only applicable
to adults in Korea. Future studies are needed to address these limitations.
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Fig. 1. Examples of acupotome
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Fig. 2. Comparison of acupotome and acupuncture needle
tips
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Analyzed existing acupotomy consent forms used in Korean Medicine

hospitals (N=6)

Reviewed the definition of consent forms stipulated in the Medical Law and
the contents of the standard medical practice consent form of the Federal

Trade Commission

- Analysis-driven items selection: 27 items

- The first Delphi survey shaped the content and format of the standard

acupotomy consent form: 19 items

The second Delphi survey evaluated the content of the developed consent
form using a 5-point Likert scale and collected narrative opinions

13 items selected, 6 items pending

- Patient feedback : inpatient and outpatient in the Pusan National University

Korean Medicine Hospital (N=20)

- Online meetings were conducted among Delphi panelists to revise the

standard acupotomy consent form (12 panels)

+ A linguist's proofreading improved comprehensibility, readability, and

legibility of consent form

2 FAET} (Table 1).
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Table 1. Characteristics of the Delphi Panel
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Fig. 4. Availability of acupotomy consent forms
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Table 4. Items for Standard Acupotomy Consent Form from the First Delphi Survey (N=11)
Items (before) " resl;)(())illsevrea te CVR*  Consensus Convergence Items (after)T
A& 10 0.82 1 0 A&t
SRR Ay 10 0.82 1 0 g
A& B 9 0.64 1 0 Al 59| (A7 A Z 725)
Aleo] =4 7 0.27 0.6 1 229804
A&l Ba A 6 0.09 0.5 1.25
A& 2t 8 0.45 0.7 0.75 aat
A& 2 7 0.27 0.6 1
Al 9 0.64 0.9 0.25 T W ak, B9l 9l 274 £ Q A%k
Al AQAIZE 8 0.45 0.8 0.5
o] o)z 0] A 10 0.82 1 0 2ol SR A
OJAKAI&2))O] A 8 0.45 0.8 0.5
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o] o] 719 HEIE ol A FIE 4 027 0 15 Lol = )
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BEato] A A4 (1)
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235 287 B B

* CVR: Content validity ratio

T Preliminary items derived in advance through the analysis stage
T Revised items based on the first Delphi survey

¥ Added items based on the first Delphi survey
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ol HeA]
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of 23} Jeof ol& m7HA] AYstglon], Mgt
o A5t (Table 7). AERAF A}, §}x}—,«
A #AT} ot AEgolE Qe T A& FC

A&

ol8ke o oletge Atk FAHCE
AP, AR, iy o e

W w7

Hog PHA AR Zrofet 2089 <l A &AL, HARY, Wik, T &3
Table 5. Items for Standard Acupotomy Consent Form from the Second Delphi Survey (N=12)
Items Posﬁlv:altrzsponse CVR* Consensus Convergence Selection
Al Acupotomy Therapy Consent Form 11 0.83 1 0 Selected
A& B9 (A7 HAZ 7%) 11 0.83 0.8 0.5 Selected
7o) oJ2Al0] AEo|(HETE), .
utol(A Bl 9 0.5 0.69 0.63 pending
SR0] A Al (B 9 0.5 0.75 0.63 pending
2 UdgdgX 9 0.5 0.75 0.63 pending
a3 (e 22 8 0.33 0.44 1.13 pending
B (FHAED) 9 0.5 0.75 0.63 pending
g g uhe nel 9l = A g A7t 6 0 0.36 1.13 pending
S 3gol A YR 2 Gl ST AR
T FHDHA UE, F= E A 1 0.83 0.8 0.5 Selected
Z‘ EW %)
3o AT 4 9l FAHI 7
= (o= X),] 141%, zg 2 &g} 10 0.67 0.8 0.5 Selected
A2

A& TR FONT (A 5 23T DR
N3 (A 23 11 0.83 1 0 Selected
A& T FOAR) (Ale & 17t o ZRdt
A (ERA 23 11 0.83 1 0 Selected
Ale T FOAR (A& & 7o) 2Rt

10 0.67 0.8 0.5 Selected
A (AT electe
Al B F (N2 5 Ao Bast

11 0.83 1 0 Selected
AR (HEA] clecte
=& Al 9 Al 7153t ohE R(Heh
0l b AJ3A] A3} 10 0.67 0.78 0.5 Selected
A& 19 WA = Ale E919) 371 7k A 11 0.83 1 0 Selected
A|Z0]0] ¥A 754 10 0.67 0.8 0.5 Selected
Aof 2 12 1 1 0 Selected
220 283 B 2 11 0.83 1 0 Selected

* CVR: Content validity ratio

hitp://dx.doi.org/10.13048/jkm.24012 191



(192) Journal of Korean Medicine 2024;45(1)

Table 6. Demographic characteristics of survey respondents

5 N (%)
. 5 5(25)
q 15 (75)
<29 4(20)
30 - 394] 6 (30)
ot 40 - 494 3(15)
we 50 - 594 2 (10)
60 - 694] 4 (20)
70 < 105
_ ujE 10 (50)
R 7z 10 (50)
Z255uEY 1(5)
ot £ 0(0)
e 153 £Y 3(15)
ARty &9 4 (20)
st £9 8 (40)
st &9 4 (20)
1007+ wgk 3(15)

5

T 5(25)
t 2(10)
2(10)

W
(=3
(=)
.
N
(=3
(=)
=
o o
L= = U = U = U =
=)
=)

Al =
400 - 5007+ o]k 5(25)
500 - 6005+ m|qt 2(10)
6007+ o4 1(5)
%3t 20 (100)

= Alg 7L ditt FEee Iaske 9ol
FHEAS. 78 JHonE FIAMY AL 24 2
712 s W olsfel ofEiee AHe A%
A W& ofstE w71 A3l A= IEel AN
o FArE ool A=A, dERAL AT ®
gt 2z didofAl Aol Aol I Wée AAIzE
22t 3ol =T 4 U=F SFAH

4. 744 (Improvement)

1) AAZE 22101 39|

20239 1149 299 AAIZE 2221 3|9of= F 10
59| wdo] Folstyict. sk £t 28] wd
2 27} duto] FAF Aol A AEFRAL Al
e gewe AHoz A&EsiY. gooiE 2
2t duoto] ZAA goje Egt I yjdo|Hai,
s oAzt R AERA ANE FHHo=
AEst] BF AT Al 594 AA Hge FE
Ho= Attt

op

(1) A& 59

derioste ozasdseld AT 197
AARY BE (FR, AR, B BN a6 4
A%, HeR, SAHE 7RoE, THIE A% 59
of gelo] 20 AARE F1sel PAISIAT
R ER, AU, GO gL W EE

g o, =, Tk Pol $99Y BEoE 5

Table 7. Patients' Understanding of Acupotomy Consent Form Content

gl gt ojsf=

Eo g2 e

AECEETETY Sfe}, A 8olo] T2 of#l ol - ZFF (2, “AAES (17D)
o] w3t ofs}, HE-Bolo] Tt o)) ol21e : LA (371, B 27
] 39 9, 29 9 ofs}, HE-8ofo] ot o)) o218 : - GIELE D (7)), FHF (47])
23 aaA7 27 2 QA1 710] et 4 BE (7))

SR o) A 2 Sl 2 I e o

B2 (9o e, AE Aoy S=AE AR g TR e

7t

T 0] et ol ool “ R F 2HE (17)
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