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Analysis of Perceptions of Student Start-up Policies in Science and
Technology Colleges: Focusing on the KAIST case

Tae-Uk Ahn*
Chun-Ryol Ryu™
Minjung Baek™

Abstract

This study aimed to investigate students' perceptions at science and technology specialized universities towards entrepreneurship support
policies and to derive policy improvement measures by applying a bottom-up approach to reflect the requirements of the policy
beneficiaries, i.e., the students. Specifically, the research explored effective execution strategies for student entrepreneurship support
policies through a survey and analysis of KAIST students. The findings revealed that KAIST students recognize the urgent need for
improvement in sharing policy objectives with the student entrepreneurship field, reflecting the opinions of the campus entrepreneurship
scene in policy formulation, and constructing an entrepreneurship-friendly academic system for nurturing student entrepreneurs.
Additionally, there was a highlighted need for enhancement in the capacity of implementing agencies, as well as in marketing and market
development capabilities, and organizational management and practical skills as entrepreneurs within the educational curriculum.
Consequently, this study proposes the following improvement measures: First, it calls for enhanced transparency and accessibility of
entrepreneurship support policies, ensuring students clearly understand policy objectives and can easily access information. Second, it
advocates for student-centered policy development, where students' opinions are actively incorporated to devise customized policies that
consider their needs and the actual entrepreneurship environment. Third, there is a demand for improving entrepreneurship-friendly
academic systems, encouraging more active participation in entrepreneurship activities by adopting or refining academic policies that
recognize entrepreneurship activities as credits or expand entrepreneurship-related courses. Based on these results, it is expected that this
research will provide valuable foundational data to actively support student entrepreneurship in science and technology specialized
universities, foster an entrepreneurial spirit, and contribute to the creation of an innovation-driven entrepreneurship ecosystem that

contributes to technological innovation and social value creation.

KeyWords: KAIST, student start-up, start-up activation policy, start-up support, college student perception analysis, science and
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