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(Figure 1) Number of home health nursing certification exam passers by year (2025~2023)
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(Table 1) Distribution of Home Health Nurses by Type of Medical Care Institution (4th Quarter of 2023)

Home healthcare institution

Home health nurse

n

n %" n Y
Tertiary hospital 45 29 64.4 144 5.0
General hospital 331 58 17.5 170 29
Hospital 1,403 17 1.2 54 32
Healthcare institute 1,392 30 22 140 4.7
Clinic 35,717 59 0.2 279 4.7
Hospitalized health center 15 1 6.7 3 3.0
Total 38,903 194 0.5 790 4.1

T Percentage of home healthcare institution among medical care institution.
* Average number of home health nurses per home healthcare institution.
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(Table 2) Home Healthcare Institutions and Home Health Nurses by Province (4th Quarter of 2023)

Ter‘tigry Genqral Hospital Hgalth Clinic Hospitalized Total
Province hospital hospital care institute health center

n HHN n HHN n HHN n HHN n HHN n HHN n HHN
Seoul 11 99 7 37 2 2 7 6 26 - - 27 171
Busan 2 2 1 4 - - 1 5 1 - - 5 13
Daegu 4 10 2 5 1 3 3 12 3 - - 13 39
Incheon 3 6 3 8 1 - 3 27 7 40 - - 17 81
Gwangju - - 1 2 - - - - 1 4 - - 2 6
Daejeon 2 4 3 9 - - 4 13 4 12 - - 13 38
Ulsan - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Sejong - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Gyeonggi-do 4 16 26 75 4 8 6 31 29 151 - - 69 281
Gangwon-do 2 5 - - - - - - 2 8 - - 4 13
Chungcheongbuk-do - - 2 1 21 1 6 1 9 - - 5 41
Chungcheongnam-do - - 2 2 3 3 13 4 14 - - 11 36
Jeollabuk-do - - 6 11 1 2 3 8 - - - - 10 21
Jeollanam-do - - 3 6 6 15 1 5 - - 1 3 11 29
Gyeongsangbuk-do - - - - - - 2 11 - - - - 2 11
Gyeongsangnam-do 1 2 2 2 - - 1 2 - - - - 4 6
Jeju-do - - - - - - - - 1 4 - - 1 4
Total 29 144 58 170 17 54 30 140 59 279 1 3 194 790

HHN=home health nurse.
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Expanding the Supply of Home Health Nurses
: Post-Master's Program and Certification Examination’

Baek, Heechong" - Lee, Kayoung® - Song, Chong Rye®

1) Professor, Red Cross College of Nursing, Chung-Ang University
2) Assistant Professor, College of Nursing, Gachon University
3) Head Nurse, Home Care Services Center, Ajou University Hospital

Purpose: The study aim was to examine the home healthcare system and relevant education, as well as the special
certification examination, and propose a plan to increase the supply of home health nurses. Methods: A narrative
literature review was conducted using data from research articles, Korean and U.S. educational institutes and
organizations, Korean national statistical data, government press releases, and related medical legislation. Results:
Between 2005 and 2006, 763 home health nurses were certified through the special qualification examination;
however, in the 16 years from 2007 to 2023 (after the graduate-level program was established), a total of 555 home
health nurses were certified, with an average of approximately 35 per year. Currently, 790 home health nurses are
working at 194 medical institutions nationwide. Relatively few institutions exist in rural areas, and the supply of
home health nurses is low. Only seven educational institutions offer home health nurse certification programs, with a
total of 77 designated students. In contrast to Korea, post-master's certification courses are offered in the U.S..
Conclusion: To expand the supply of home health nurses, we recommend revising the rules for the special
qualification examination and introducing a post-master's certification program for home health nurses. Future studies
should provide additional education for applicants from other specialties in post-master's certification programs.
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