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Exploration on Leaming Experiences Influencing
Elementary Science-Gifted Students’ Perceptions of
a ‘Planning a Science Exhibition’ Field Trip Program
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ABSTRACT

This study developed a field trip program called “Planning a science exhibition” and explored elementary science-gifted
students’ perceptions of the program and learning experiences influencing them. To this end, 56 elementary science-gifted
students in grades 4-6 from in an university-affiliated science-gifted education institute in metropolitan area were selected
to participate in the field trip program. After the program, the students answered a survey regarding their perceptions
of the program. Additionally, 19 students were selected for group interviews to further explore their survey responses.
Results showed that many elementary science-gifted students perceived the program positively in various cognitive and
affective aspects. Some students also pointed out certain limitations of the program. Five interconnected learning experi-
ences were identified as influencing the students’ perceptions: “experiences fostering creativity”, “non-residential camp-
experiences utilizing digital devices”, and

ELNY3 (LIS

type project-based learning experiences”, “self-directed learning experiences”,
“collaborative experiences”. Educational implications regarding these results were discussed.

Key words: planning science exhibition, field trip program, elementary science-gifted student, perception, learning
experience
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Table 1. Characteristics of participants
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Table 3. Analysis of perception on the advantages of ‘Planning a science exhibition” program (N=56)
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