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ABSTRACT

Meaningful learning occurs through an active process of engaging with the content in a lively interaction between
teacher and student. In this study, we explored teachers’ learning, challenges, and changes as they learned and practiced
responsive teaching (RT), a practice that supports students to put their ideas at the center of their lessons. As a result,
we found that teachers initially embraced RT from different perspectives and struggled to implement it in ways they
understood. We then explored RT more deeply by focusing on the case of a teacher who was teaching science herself,
and found that her experience was both rewarding and confusing. However, by the end of the learning process, the
teachers were able to define RT in their own ways, which strengthened their commitment to implementing RT in elem-
entary science education. Based on this teacher learning process, it was suggested that teachers should be viewed as
curriculum experts, that they should learn and explore collaboratively through a community of teachers, and that they
should be researchers who continue to explore various practices in the field.
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Fig. 1. Dissolution and solution group activities
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