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m Abstract

The Sangsaeng Ecological Theory of Daesoon Jinrihoe:
Focusing on the Meaning of Sangsaeng

Kim Gui-man

Visiting Professor, Department of Daesoon Studies, Daejin University

This study aims to define the meaning of ‘Sangsaeng (mutual
beneficence)’ within the context of ‘Sangsaeng ecological theory,’
a form of discourse of that has emerged from Daesoon Jinrihoe's
perspective on ecology. Sangsaeng ecological theory applies the
concept of interdependence to ecology in order to explain how
Sangsaeng, which 1s commonly used as an ethical system for
humans, can be applied to the realm of ecology such that it
extends its scope of application to include non—human beings.
Interdependence, when applied to ecology, is formed via
relationships between individuals. Such relationships can be
positive, negative, or neutral, and the type of interdependence that
emerges can be competitive, predatory, parasitc, and symbiotic.
Even if the relationship between individuals ends negatively, it can
still exert a positive effect on the ecosystem. Consequently, all of
these produce a type of ‘dependence’. However, relationships that
end negatively can generate grievances, and from the perspective

of Sangsaeng ethics, this type of interdependence is to be



avoided. Therefore, by way of contrast, ecological Sangsaeng may
include both relationships of positive interdependence and
relationships of predation, parasitism, and competition in so far as
there no grievances.

Ecological theory requires a perspective that enables an
understand of the relationship between nature and humans in an
integrated way that does not separate them. One view of universe,
known as Cheonji—saengin—yongin (Heaven and Earth give
produce humans make use of them) provides insights into the
relationship between the universe and humans and nature and
humans from an interdependent perspective. Heaven and Earth
take humans as the basis of their existence, and only after
humans discover the law of nature and the sacredness behind it
can a deep interdependence between Heaven and Earth and
humans and nature and humans be established. However, as
modern humans emerge, the interdependence between Heaven and
Earth and humans collapses as they destroy nature and lower the
authority of Shindo (divine order). Haewon Sangsaeng (the
resolution of grievances for mutual beneficence) and Boeun
Sangsaeng (the reciprocation of favors for mutual beneficence) is
the solution to reestablish the interdependence that has been
disconnected between Heaven and Earth and humans and nature
and humans. The practice of Haewon Sangsaeng through Gongbu
rituals is the way to restore interdependence between nature and
humans. The process of humans achieving Dotong (mastery of the
Dao) through religious practices is the practice of Boeun
Sangsaeng, and humans will be reborn into /mon (Human Nobility

or ‘divine humans’) with ecological nature and enjoy an eternal
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interdependent relationship with nature. In summary, Sangsaeng in
the context of Sangsaeng ecological theory is the idea and
practice of allowing nature and humans to restore their

interdependence and live on eternally.

Keywords: ecological theory, ecologism, view of the universe, Daesoon
Thought, Kang Jeungsan, interdependence, Sangsaeng ethics,

Haewon Sangsaeng, Boeun Sangsaeng, Injon
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