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Effects of Toddler Temperament and Teacher’s Play-Related Characteristics on
Imaginative Play in Two-Year-Old Classrooms
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ABSTRACT

Objective: This study aimed to investigate the effects of children’s characteristics
and childcare teachers’ attributes on the frequency and level of imaginative play in
two-year-old classrooms.

Methods: The study involved 191 toddlers, their mothers, and 32 teachers from
childcare centers. Toddler characteristics encompassed temperament along with
demographic variables such as gender and age. Teacher’ attributes related to play
included playfulness, play-support belief, and interactions with toddlers. Data

* i :f‘:::_‘;i. igi&ﬂ% 3. gzﬂi analysis was conducted using SPSS 22.0 and HLM 8.2 software, employing basic
;101 B bl analysis, hierarchical linear analysis, and hierarchical regression analysis.
A Results: First, as toddlers’ age increased, both the frequency and level of their
O wEo A SRS imaginative play increased. Second, individual-level model analysis revealed a
2\Q1eks] 27 ateT)3] EAE positive effect of toddlers’ extroversion on the level of imaginative play. Third,
ulg m=Rol, the class-level model results indicated that teachers’ emotions had a negative effect,
whereas their encouragement positively influenced the level of imaginative play.
1 /|1 =%} Conclusion/Implications: The significance of this study lies in its utilization of
Za0)8n 2Folelo]F] U a multilayered model analysis, which offers a more robust examination of variable
influences by accounting for hierarchical data structures.
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FEole frobZ| kAl obEol 7hE Bol Foste mol F& ol &g ti(Bergen, 1987).
234 0] (imaginative play)= 7}2t8} £ 42 T 3a o] 2], v A A Eiwlx] - s if)’
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