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Contract Farming of Raw Cabbage for Making Kimchi, Led by Local
Traders of Agricultural Produce, and Changes Brought to the Agriculture
of the Contract Area
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Abstract: The purpose of this study is to identify the role of each party in relation to the contract farming
of cabbage which is taking place under the contract between the local trader of agricultural produce that
supplies raw cabbage to company “D,” a manufacturer of kimchi, and the cabbage farm where the cabbage is
grown, and to describe the changes brought by the contract farming to the agriculture of the contract area.
As a result of the study, it was discovered that, while the farming of cabbage in the contract area used to be
led by farmers, it is now increasingly being controlled by the local traders of agricultural produce. First, as the
key player in the decision-making related to the cabbage farming in the main cabbage producing areas, local
traders of agricultural produce are replacing the role of farmers by supervising the entire production process
and controlling the overall cabbage farming in the contract area. Second, in the main cabbage producing areas,
local traders of agricultural produce are becoming a key farming entity by carrying out functions that are
comparable to those of farmers and playing a major role in the second half of the agricultural work at the

farms in the contract area. This can be considered as the result of the balance between the demands of the
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local traders of agricultural produce who need to secure contract volume and manage the quality of their

produce and the demands of the farmers in key cabbage producing areas who are facing difficulties due to

the increase in the number of elderly farmers and a shortage of manpower.

Key Words : contract farming, local traders of agricultural produce, manufacturer of kimchi, main cabbage producing

areas, agricultural changes in the contract area
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