The Journal of the Convergence on Culture Technology (JCCT)
Vol, 10, No. 2, pp.209—214, March 31, 2024, pISSN 2384—0358, elSSN 2384—0366

http://dx.doi.org/10.17703/JCCT.2024.10.2.209
JCCT 2024-3-26

WARE ] wEAFY I FE TWulE, 3 T

wEAFe g, 8 Ao

Spatial Structure for Laboring Classes in Manchester: Mary Barton and
The Condition of the Working Class in England
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Abstract The purpose of this study is to analyze the spatial structure of laboring classes in Manchester in the
19th century. Manchester had districts where laboring classes lived in destitution. Elizabeth Gaskell’s Mary
Barton demonstrates the miserable state of laboring classes by depicting their small, dirty living residential
spaces. Engels’s The Condition of the Working Class in England analyzes the laboring classes in industrial areas
in England, especially Manchester. The laboring classes’ districts formed in a set pattern were separated from
the area for bourgeois. It lied in the old district near commercial areas, while upper classes were outside areas.
It was the dominant ideology that drove the transformation of Manchester as an industrial city characterized by
separation.
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But in Manchester, where, alas! there are no flowers,
the rain had only a disheartening and gloomy effect;
the streets were wet and dirty, the drippings from the
houses were wet and dirty, and the people were wet
and dirty. Indeed, most kept within—doors[6].



The Journal of the Convergence on Culture Technology (JCCT)
Vol, 10, No. 2, pp.209—214, March 31, 2024, pISSN 2384—0358, elSSN 2384—0366

eyt Bdde] WAILHE AFEa vk Ae B
o 53l Itk RIWlE9] A f7dol] theh o 2pAE 1
AbE AT E A g

EEs 3gE] gA Ft 2Ea $3F ok E =
of o] 22 74 Azl HAu= el g9 ol

7t BAT 2E FoskE s ol dEWE Y 9L o
Aol A Rigoluf et & }u} A=) Az
2g HH’“%LOH R
2.

i)
@
)
[
o
flo
bl
-
>~
o,
o

)
of
>~
= 3

3o o

27 o =

flo
e

3
=

M 2
R

N>
(ot
nu

N
N,
JPN
o,

>~
>
rl
ol
mz
~
r&'
iy
U{o
nj
o o
A3
N
N
N

T
N

B o ol B b A4
2 AN Q7] WA, B E 1 A o] 2

ol AHEST, P} AR 4 o) T
7w YUEET} ATSHE Aol Soiz W At
F ARl 32 F A2 UT AGHclghe A

o HRAE gk

=

ol

rEL

p
.

It was unpaved; and down the middle a gutter forced
its way, every now and then forming pools in the
holes with which the street abounded. Never was the
Old Edinburgh cry of "Gardez 1'eau” more necessary
than in this street. As they passed, women from their
doors tossed household slops of every description into
which

overflowed and stagnated. Heaps of ashes were the

the gutter; they ran into the next pool,

stepping—stones, on which the passer-by, who cared
in the least for cleanliness, took care not to put his
foot. Our friends were not dainty, but even they picked
their way till they got to some steps leading down into
a small area, where a person standing would have his
head about one foot below the level of the street, and
might at the same time, without the least motion of his

body, touch the window of the cellar and the damp

muddy wall right opposite. You went down one step
even from the foul area into the cellar in which a
family of human beings lived. It was very dark inside.
The window—panes were, many of them, broken and
stuffed with rags, which was reason enough for the
dusky light that pervaded the place even at mid—day.
After the account I have given of the state of the
street, no one can be surprised that on going into the
cellar inhabited by Davenport, the smell was so feetid

as almost to knock the two men down[7].
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"The fever” was (as it usually is in Manchester) of a
low, putrid, typhoid kind; brought on by miserable
living, filthy neighbourhood, and great depression of
mind and body. It is virulent, malignant, and highly
infectious. But the poor are fatalists with regard to
infection; and well for them it is so, for in their

crowded dwellings no invalid can be isolated[8].
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One was a thorough specimen of a Manchester man;
born of factory workers, and himself bred up in youth,
and living in manhood, among the mills. He was below
the middle size and slightly made[9].
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The dwellings of the workers are everywhere badly
planned, badly built, and kept in the worst condition,
badly ventilated, damp, and unwholesome. The
inhabitants are confined to the smallest possible space,
and at least one family usually sleeps in each room.
The interior arrangement of the dwellings is
poverty-stricken in various degrees, down to the utter

absence of even the most necessary furniture[11].
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The first court below Ducie Bridge, known as Allen’s
Court, was in such a state at the time of the cholera
that the sanitary police ordered it evacuated, swept,
and disinfected with chloride of lime[12].
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The whole assemblage of buildings is commonly called
Manchester, and contains about four hundred thousand
inhabitants, rather more than less. The town itself is
peculiarly built, so that a person may live in it for
years, and go in and out daily without coming into
contact with a working—people’s quarter or even with
workers, that is, so long as he confines himself to his
business or to pleasure walks. This arises chiefly from
the fact, that by unconscious tacit agreement, as well
as with outspoken conscious determination, the
working—people’s quarters are sharply separated from
the sections of the city reserved for the middle-class:-*
[14].
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7 = A

I have never seen so systematic a shutting out of the
working—class from the thoroughfares, so tender a
concealment of everything which might affront the eye
and the nerves of the bourgeoisie, as in Manchester
[16].
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