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ABSTRACT : The purpose of this study is to examine residents' perspectives on factors contributing to rural decline, including
population decrease and landscape degradation, with the goal of proposing strategies to revitalize rural spaces in response to these
challenges. After exploring rural decline issues in Jinan, a questionnaire was developed based on a review of existing research. Following
this, participants were selected, and Focus Group Interviews(FGI) were conducted. Through the analysis of the findings, strategies for
local revitalization were suggested in four sectors. Based on the research findings, there is a need to reassess public transportation
and vacant property projects. On the social front, preventing the misuse of rural relocation policies and enhancing residential
environments through spatial clarity are essential. Environmentally, clustering renewable energy and livestock facilities and attracting
educational facilities are necessary to minimize disruption to rural landscapes. From a governance perspective, fostering entrepreneurship
in rural tourism and business models utilizing the local landscape is crucial for an increase in regional visits. This study holds significance
by emphasizing the practical situation of rural decline, steering away from resource-centric or business-focused policies. It underscores

the potential usefulness of integrating this understanding into detailed planning within policies aimed at tackling rural decline.
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Step 1: Literature Review and Preliminary Preparation

Literature Review | |

Qualitative research methods and preliminary study on Focus Group Interviews (FGIL)

Publication of panel recruitment advertisement

Research Preparations

Pancl sclection for FGI investigation

Preliminary Research | |

Organizing findings based on a review of previous studies

Step 2: On-site Focus Group Interview Investigation

Civil Servant Group

Conducting a group interview with 4 resident civil servants in Jinan County to assess their perceptions of population
decline and regional stagnation and investigating the reasons for these trends

Local Resident Group

Conducting a group interview with 4 key community figures, including village heads and residents’ self-government council,
residing in Jinan County to assess their perceptions of population decline, regional decline, and exploring the reasons

(Optional) Written
Interviews

Written interviews may be conducted with selected participants from the FGI considering the insufficiency of data

Step 3: Final Result Derivation

| Statistical Analysis ||

Final Categorizing Resident Perceptions through Interviews

| Report Writing | |

Report Generation based on Result Analysis

Figure 1. Focus Group Interview Research Flow
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Theme Category

Sub-category

. Infrastructure
Physical Elements

Public Transportation Status
Landslide Status

. Land and Buildings

Dilapidated Dwelling

. Population Capacity
Social Elements

Population Changes in Jinan

Population Changes in Returning to Farming and Rural Living
Conflict Between Indigenous Residents and Returning Rural Dwellers
Residential Status of Local Civil Servants (Civil Servant Group)

2-2. Age Structure

Population Changes by Age Group
Strategies for Attracting Youth Population

3-1. Residential Environment

Population Impact of Livestock Barns, Solar Facilities
Conflicts and Resident Complaints Arising from Livestock Barns and Solar
Facilities

Cultural Facilities Status

3-2. Cultural and Sports Environment Satisfaction with Cultural Facilities
Environmental Needed Facilities
El
e 3-3. Educational Environment School Status
’ Child Rearing Environment
34, Health and Welfare Environment Utllllzat}on Status of Healthcare Institutions
Points in Need of Improvement

3-5. Other Residential Zones Other Living Areas

Ggl\;‘:;:ge 4-1. Innovation Capability Development Direction of Jinan County Priority Areas for Change
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Table 3. Proposal for Element-Specific Revitalization Strategies
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Theme

Revitalization Strategies

Physical Elements

Adjustment of Transport Intervals and Expansion of Service Areas

Introduction of Incentives and Penalties for Owner's Voluntary Maintenance

Various Approaches to Utilizing Vacant Homes

(e.g., Workation Model, Accommodation Business, Introduction of Green Infrastructure)

Creation of High-Quality Jobs

Social Elements

Securing Residences for Immigrants and Improving Welfare
Establishment of Inspection Procedures to Prevent Policy Abuse
Recognizing and Harmonizing Differences in Values

Clear Articulation of Spatial Planning

Environmental Elements

Clusterization of Renewable Energy Facilities
Clusterization of Livestock Processing Facilities
Introduction of Specialized Educational Facilities

Governance Elements

Support for Rural Contribution Enterprises (e.g., Job Creation, Contract Farming)
Promotion of Rural Tourism Utilizing Natural Landscapes
Discriminating Development of Tourist Areas
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