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Effects of nursing students’ ability to empathize, recognize children’s rights, and
perceive child abuse on their intention to report child abuse
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2) Professor, College of Nursing - Research Institute of Nursing Innovation, Kyungpook National University

Purpose: This study aimed to identify the factors influencing nursing students’ intentions to report child abuse. Methods: The
participants of this study were 151 nursing students who were currently enrolled in nursing departments in Korea and who were
at least 18 years of age or older. This study used a descriptive cross-sectional design, and the data were collected from February
16, to March 13, 2023, using an online self-administered survey. The questionnaire included general characteristics, empathy
ability, child rights recognition, child abuse perception, and intention to report child abuse. The data were analyzed with
descriptive statistics, an independent t-test, one-way ANOVA, Scheffé test, and multiple regression analysis using SPSS
Statistics 29.0. Results: The intention to report child abuse showed statistically significant positive correlations with empathy
ability (r=.23, p<.001), child rights recognition (r=.34, p<.001), and child abuse perception (r=.63, p<.001). In the multiple
regression analysis, the factors significantly related to nursing students’ intention to report child abuse were as follows:
awareness of mandatory reporting (yes) (3=.16, p=.021) and child abuse perception (3=.56, p<.001). The explanatory power
of these factors was 45.0% (F=20.03, p<.001). Conclusion: Considering the findings of this study, it is necessary to develop
and implement educational programs for improving the perception of child abuse and thus enhancing nursing students’ intention
to report child abuse.
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Table 1. Intention to Report Child Abuse according to General Characteristics (N=151)

Variables Categories n (%) Mean+SD St{: Ee(ﬁ?é

Sex Male 13 (8.6) 5.89+0.65 0.30 (.766)
Female 138 (91.4) 5.8440.65

Age (years) <19* 32 (21.2) 5.69+0.50 3.55 (.031)
20~29° 108 (71.5) 5.86+0.53 a<c
>30° 11 (7.3) 6.16+0.33

Grade Freshman 25 (16.5) 5.72+0.61 1.21 (.308)
Sophomore 27 (17.9) 5.79+0.51
Junior 35 (23.2) 5.83+0.51
Senior 64 (42.4) 5.93+0.49

Religion No 100 (66.2) 5.87+0.49 -0.44 (.663)
Yes 51 (33.8) 5.83+0.53

Residential type Home 53 (35.1) 5.894+0.52 0.42 (.660)
Living alone 63 (41.7) 5.804+0.50
Dormitory 35 (23.2) 5.87+0.56

Marital status Unmarried 144 (95.4) 5.84+0.52 0.65 (.843)
Married 7 4.7) 5.81+0.65

Having children No 145 (96.0) 5.8440.52 1.18 (.240)
Yes 6 (4.0 6.09+0.31

Being aware of mandatory reporting No 56 (37.1) 5.67+0.58 3.28 (.001)
Yes 95 (62.9) 5.95+0.45

Having experiences of child abuse No 49 (32.5) 5.94+0.52 -1.54 (.127)

education Yes 102 (67.5) 5.80:£0.52

Pathways to education (n=102) School curriculum 75 (73.5) 5.82+0.50 1.33 (.269)
External special program 20 (19.6) 5.67+0.60
Others 7 (6.9) 6.02+0.23

Need for child abuse education programs No 4 (2.6) 5.50+0.79 1.36 (.176)

for nursing students Yes 147 (97.4) 5.86+0.51

Having child abuse experience No 140 (92.7) 5.84+0.52 0.67 (.502)

during childhood Yes 11 (7.3) 5.95+0.49

SD=standard deviation
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Table 2. The Levels of Nursing Students’ Empathy Ability, Child Rights Recognition, Child Abuse Perception, and
Intention to Report Child Abuse (N=151)
. . [tem score Total score
Variables Min Max Range (mean +SD) (mean+SD)
Empathy ability 1.97 3.84 1~4 2.99:£0.34 92.69+10.54
Child rights recognition 3.38 5.00 1~5 4.54+0.38 181.60+15.20
Child abuse perception 2.89 4.00 1~4 3.70+£0.26 196.10+13.78
Intention to report child abuse 433 6.56 1~7 5.85+0.52 46.80+4.16

Max=maximum; Min=minimum; SD=standard deviation

Table 3. Correlations between Nursing Students’ Empathy Ability, Child Rights Recognition, Child Abuse Perception, and

Intention to Report Child Abuse

(N=151)

' Empathy, ability Child ri.g'hts Child ab_use Intenti_on to report
Variables recognition perception child abuse
r (0
Empathy ability 1
Child rights recognition .38 (<.001) 1
Child abuse perception 25 (<.001) 41 (<.001) 1
Intention to report child abuse .23 (<.001) .34 (<.001) .63 (<.001) 1
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Table 4. Factors Affecting Nursing Students’ Intention to Report Child Abuse (N=151)
Variables B SE B t p-value
Constant 0.82 0.52 1.57 119
Age (>30)" 0.23 0.14 12 1.59 115

(20~29)" -0.01 0.09 .00 -0.06 953
Being aware of mandatory reporting (Yes)” 0.17 0.07 .16 234 .021
Empathy ability 0.07 0.10 .05 0.70 485
Child rights recognition 0.12 0.10 .08 1.18 .240
Child abuse perception 1.13 0.14 .56 8.12 <.001
F=20.03 (p<.001), R?=.56, Adjusted R’=45

Reference: Age (<19 years), being aware of mandatory reporting (No)

SE=standard error

" Dummy coded
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