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A study on the correlation between dental hygiene students' knowledge, attitudes,

and behaviors toward the elderly
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Abdract

purpose This study aims to use it as basic data necessargehtal hygiene management by investigating
and analyzing the correlation between knowledggtudes, and behaviors toward the elderly for some
dental hygiene students who will be the subjecterfital medical services.

Methods This study conducted a survey of dental hygiendesits in Busan and Gyeongnam from June
1 to June 30, 2023. Using the IBM SPSS Statistitspdgram, frequency analysis was used for the
general and elderly-related characteristics ofstidy subjects, and mean and standard deviatioa used

for knowledge, attitudes, and behaviors toward dlaerly. Knowledge, attitudes, and behaviors adogrd
to the general and elderly-related characteristicshe subjects were t-tested and one-way analyisis
variance, and multiple comparisons were conductgdDiincan'. Pearson's correlation analysis was
conducted for the correlation between knowledggtudées, and behaviors related to the elderly.
Reaults The correlation between knowledge, attitudes, laglsaviors related to the elderly was negatively
correlated with behavior (r=-0.192, p<0.01), knalge and attitude were positively correlated (r=36,0
p<0.01), and attitude was positive correlated vid#havior (r=0.558, p<0.01).

Conclusion: From the above results, the comprehensive probieated to the elderly due to aging
requires the development of educational programanasipproach that links schools and communities.

Key wards Behavior, Dental hygiene students, Elderly, Knogtedind attitudes
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Table 1 General and the elderly related charatitte

Characteristic Variables N %
1 53 28.3
Grade 2 50 26.7
3 84 44.9
18-19 53 28.3
Age 20-21 50 267
>22 84 449
Clinical practice Yes 147 786
experience No 40 214
Cohabitation with the ~ Y€S 38 203
elderly No 149 797
Educational experience  Y€S 127 679
for the elderly No 60 321
Experience in voluntee ~ Y€S 143 765
work for elderly No 44 235
Interest in the elderly ~ Y€S 122 652
problem No 65 34.8
Total 187 100.0
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Table 2 Knowledge of the elde

Correct  Area correct

Area No Contents of question
answer rate answer rate
1 Most of the elderly develop dementia 36.4
2 Al five senses tend to decrease with age. 84.5
3 Lung capacity tends to decrease with age 434
4 Most elderly people have no interest in sex, rititygh 95.2
Body and 5 Physicallstrength tends to dgcrease with age. . 85.6
physiology 6  Older drivers have fewer accidents per person fuamger drivers. 66.3 7253
7 Most elderly workers can not work more effectivéiian young workers. 61.5
8  Most of the elderly are healthy enough to carry their daily activities 75.9
9 Old people usually take longer to learn new thitigg young people. 89.3
10 Older people tend to have slower reaction tirhes tyounger people. 76.5
11 Old office workers at work have fewer accideitant young workers. 722
1 Many old people feel miserable most of the time 36.4
2 Most of the elderly are unable to adapt to change. 38.0
3 Depression occurs more in the elderly than inyiang. 29.4
Psychology 4 Most of the elderly say they are rarely bored 439 431
5  Older people tend to become more religious as gatyolder 48.1
6 Most old people seldom get excited or angry 52.4
1 At least five percent of the elderly live in lotegm institutions. 422
2 In general, when you become an old man, you beciméar in all respects. 434
3 Most old people are socially isolated 82.9
Familysociety 4  Currently, more than 10% of the nation's poputai® 65 years old or older. 41.7 56.47
5  Most health care workers tend to give the eldly priority 75.4
6  Most of the elderly have incomes below the minineast of living prescribed by the government.  45.5
7 Most old people are working or want to have sornel lof work. 64.2
Overall correct answer rate 56.46
Mean+SD 14.46+4.90
Table 3 Attitudes toward the elde
No Contents of question Mean SD
1 Clean 2.74 0.87
2 Handsome 2.58 0.70
3 Sophisticated 2.48 0.60
4 Healthy 2.18 0.54
5 Calm 3.17 0.50
6 Well-informed 2.05 0.65
7 Smart 3.00 0.43
8 Important 3.35 0.64
9 A lot of talent 3.15 0.69
10 Credulous 3.49 0.75
11 Good personality 3.93 0.69
12 Diligen 3.89 0.66
13 Fun 3.28 0.54
14 Courage 3.14 0.65
15 No complaints 3.70 0.56
16 Responsibility 3.63 0.90
17 Cheerfulness 3.10 0.60
18 Kind 3.35 0.67
19 Generous 3.84 0.69
20 Honest 3.53 0.79

Total 63.57 8.74
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Table 4 Behavior towards the elde
NO Contents of question Mean SD
1 I've never said or made jokes disparagingly of méple 3.59 0.98
2 Never ignored what an old man does or does. 3.67 0.81
3 Never thought that the work or opinion of an olanmwas unreliable. 3.15 0.91
4 I've been interested in old people. 3.27 0.88
5 Never have | been unable to understand the thsughtactions of an old man. 2.85 0.72
6 I've never felt uncomfortable with an old man. 251 0.71
7 When an old man is sick, he has never thoughtlyighf old age. 2.05 0.71
8 | personally want to spend time with the old man. .832 0.81
9 Never thought it difficult to talk or socialize thi an old man. 2.76 0.82
10 When you enter a cafe or restaurant, you have n@esed to another place where 314 0.99
there are no elderly people available.
11 | have never acted in a conclusive manner thatold man would not hear well. 3.36 0.90
12 Never acted in a conclusive manner that the odeh mvould not understand well. 3.11 0.81
13 | watch old people's programs well. 2.81 0.80
14 L;;;ZheverWDughtthatgomg out during rushrheould be inconvenient for other 265 0.74
15 | never felt the old man bothered to care aboutwork or housework 3.15 0.48
16 | have never used terms or expressions that ack fbarthe elderly to understand or 287 0.70
understand in front of the elderly.
17 When_ u3|.ng public tranqunatlon, he did not clbée eyes or pretend not to know 336 1.09
anything in order not to give up his seat to theeey
Total 52.14 10.31
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Table 5 Knowledge, attitude, and behavior of tlilerl according to general and elderly-related agtaristic

Characteristics Variables Knowledge t or F (p*) Attitud  tor F (p*) Behavior t or F (p¥)
1 18.58+4.61 57.55+11.11a 44.75+10.20a
2.081 2.825 3.866
+ + +
Grade 2 12.22+5.29 (0.128) 67.46+9.13ab (0.062) 55.54+14.00ab 0.023)
3 12.83+2.95 65.06+3.21b 54.77+2.95b
18-19 18.58+4.61 57.55+11.11a 44.75+10.20a
2.081 2.825 3.866
Al 20-21 12.2245.29 67.4619.13ab 55.54+14.00ab
ge (0.128) P 0062) P 0.023)
>22 12.83+2.95 65.06+3.21b 54.77+2.95b
Clinical practice Yes 12.65+3.81  -1.480 66.63+6.30 4.492 55.6348.62 3.337
experience No 20.35¢3.89  (0.143) 52.35¢7.19  (0.001) 39.30+#3.76  (0.001)
Cohabitation withthe ~ Yes 9.95+4.57 2519 69.2446.03 0.242 61.2146.44 5.493
elderly No 15.41+4.43  (0.013) 62.13+8.76  (0.809) 49.83+9.84  (0.001)
Yes 12.98+4.81 66.39+6.01 56.29+7.43
Educational experience -1.033 2.968 6.027
for the elderly No 17.10+4.05  (0.303) 57.62¢10.53  (0.003) 43.35¢10.09  (0.001)
Experience in voluntet  Yes 13.364.75 -2.328 66.6416.34 5.203 55.75+8.38 7.613
work for elderly No 17.36+4.39  (0.021) 53.61+8.09  (0.001) 40.4146.64 (0.001)
Interest in the elderly ~ Yes 12.90+4.28  -0.894 67.6915.96 3.982 57.27£7.73 7.554
problem No 16.9245.10  (0.372) 55.85¢7.88  (0.001) 4251+¢7.19  (0.001)

"by the t-test for two groups and one-way ANOVA (gest Duncan’) for three or more groups
b The same character indication shows that themoistatistical significance

o] o] A 5886% KT} UYTF AN dHo
2 Al L A 72.53%, 42199 41.37%
7 2 LS o 5647962 AA 2 Al s

Table 6 The relationship between knowle
attitude, and behavior of the elderly

Variallalzs Knowledge Attitude Behavior ojolo] At o] 725306 74 Skt w=ol I
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& QAo gak e A o 72 o] ¢
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