ISSN 1225-1151 (Print)
ISSN 2234-0793 (Online)
Journal of the Korean Society of Clothing and Textiles
Vol. 48, No. 6 (2024) p.1259~1270
https://doi.org/10.5850/JKSCT.2024.48.6.1259

A Study of the Rank Insignia of the Korean Independence Army

Jeong Min Kim - Chang Hyuk Kim*"
Division of Global Fashion Industry, Hansung University

*(Former) Republic of Korea Army
Received October 10, 2024; Revised November 13, 2024; Accepted November 29, 2024

Abstract

The Korean Independence Army (KIA) played a crucial role in the struggle for independence from imperial
Japan. Its rank insignia were essential for signifying its status as a regular military force. While previous studies
have examined their regulation, the insignia served various purposes, and some have been neglected. This study
conducts a comprehensive analysis of the KIA’s rank insignia to clarify their forms and uses, drawing on rele-
vant regulations, literary sources, photographs, and artifacts. The insignia used by the KIA, derived from the
Army ofthe Chinese Nationalist Government, were identified and examined. The study found that high-rank-

ing officers and those from the KIA’s 3™ branch wore collar insignia, and identification patches were more com-
monly used. The KIA established the Army Insignia Protocol independently, but discrepancies occurred be-
tween the shoulder patches designed and those worn, indicating that they were likely used by high-ranking offi-
cers during ceremonies. This study found that the 3™ company of the KIA’s 1 branch wore unique, self-made
rank insignia that differed from the others. The study provides a framework for dating KIA photographs and
verifying the authenticity of military artifacts, enabling more accurate portrayals of the KIA in the media.

Key words: Army insignia protocol, Korean independence army, Military uniform, Korean provisional
government, Rank insignia; S 98 i b, k=g, 5, it ul = QARG AGH
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Pl ol Foel FZ(AMT HEEA R ool 243 42 shetats] ¢lal, Fu gl

Fig. 1. Employees of the general affairs office of the Korean independence army general headquarters.
Adapted from History net (n.d.).
http://contents.history.go.kr/mphoto/imsi/image View.do?levelld=mp 001 0030 0030&itemId=mp 001 0030 0030 0210

Fig. 2. Collar patch of lieutenant general. Fig. 3. Collar patch of first lieutenant.
Adapted from The Independence Hall of Korea [TIHK] Adapted from The 3rd branch of Korean Independence Army
(2020). p. 68. Photo Album Publishing Committee (1982). p. 27.
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Major general [ #%]

Major [D#%]

D) (E)
Sergeant first lass [ ] Private [~ % (]

Fig. 4. Collar patches under the <Uniforms Act of the Army>.
Adapted from He (1995). p. 27.
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Fig. 5. Identification patch of the 2nd company,
2nd branch of Korean independence army.
Adapted from TIHK (2020). p. 172.

Fig. 6. Identification patch of
Han Seong-do.
Adapted from TIHK (2020). p. 213.

(A) B) ©
Lieutenant general [*F#%] Infantry, lieutenant major [*/F EFUF’X] Infantry, first lieutenant [ £ = F]
MESERE o 1, FERER "
» ‘E gq; O S EEXTEY] o
3 IN
A 8 2 B R | C ‘ MARFEBEEF|

Fig. 7. Identification patches under the <Uniforms Act of the Army>.
Adapted from China Second Historical Archives (2003). p. 57.
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Fig. 9. Shoulder board

Fig. 8. Shoulder boards of

Adapted from IMHCC (1972). p.

of general.
Adapted from The International
<The Army Insignia Protocol>. Publicity League of Korea

1. (1948). p. 13.
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Fig. 10. Part of Fig. 9.
Adapted from The International Publicity
League of Korea (1948). p. 13.

Fig. 11. Shoulder strap, lieutenant
colonel of the British army.

Fig. 12. lllustration of general’'s
shoulder board.
Drawing by the author.

Adapted from Imperial war museums (n.d.).
https://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/

object/30094517
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Fig. 13. Cloth loop for shoulder board.
Adapted from The Institute of Korean Independence
Movement Studies. (n.d.).
https://search.i815.or.kr/dictionary/detail. do?searchWord=&re
SearchWord=&searchType=all& index=1&id=3444#tab2
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Fig. 15. Chevrons of <The Army Insignia Protocol>.
Adapted from IMHCC (1972). p. 1.

(B)
Corporal [ L% ]

) 4

Fig. 14. Clap of Japanese military
shoulder board and
how to attach.
Adapted from Ritta (1991). p. 9.
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A) B)
Chevron of Corporal Chevron of Private 1st class
[EEE]

—% K]

© D)
Chevron of Private st class Chevron of Private 2nd class
—% K] —% K]

Fig. 16. Chevrons of the Korean independence army and illustration.
Adapted from TTHK (2020). pp. 173-176. and Drawing by the author.
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Fig. 17. Chevron of the British army.
Adapted from Matzos (2005).
www.militaryimages.net/media/ww2-british-army-ranks.5436

A

Fig. 18. Chevron of the U.S. army.
Adapted from Enjames (2005). p. 13.
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Fig. 19. Breast insignia of
the 3rd company, 1st
branch of the Korean

Fig. 20.
Breast insignia of
the Japanese military.

independence army. Adapted from
Adapted from Kwon et al. Ritta (1991).
(2015). p. 43. p. 19.
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Fig. 21.
Breast insignia of
the 3rd company.

Fig. 22.
Breast insignia of
the 3rd company.

Adapted from Adapted from
Kwon et al. (2015). TIHK (2020).
p- 43. p- 84.
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