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Spatial welfare

As we transition from the era of providers to the era of users,
the requirements for the residential environment are becoming
more diverse and complex. In the era of suppliers, the area
of living space, light and view, the number of rooms, and the
size of balconies were the measures that set the price of an
apartment, but in the era of users, more diverse means of value
(large community space, landscape space, efficient parking
space, etc.) appeared, and the means changed by generation
and region. In the case of apartments for sale, the value of the
living environment is gradually increasing, but what is the situation
of rental apartments? With the introduction of the concept of
leasing, the willingness to create spontaneous value diminishes
and we have no choice but to depend on external circumstances,
i.e., the capital situation of the supplier. The management building
of the rental apartment building of Gayang 8 Complex, which
is the target of this plan, is also facing the same problem. The
concept of 'spatial welfare' was born by thinking about how to
regenerate rental apartments, which are aging over time. This is
the will to improve the living environment of the complex through
the process of discovering and recreating the neglected indoor
and outdoor idle spaces in the complex. It's also an indicator of
hope that a small space can make a big difference,

Potential space

The rental apartment complex in the Gayang 8 complex is an
aging complex 30 years after its completion and houses 1,110
households, but the only community facility is the management
building. The first basement floor and the second floor of the
building were left untouched, with a mechanical and electrical
room in the basement, a pathway hall and management office on
the first floor, and a reading room on the second floor that had
been closed for three years. The existing management building,
located in the center of the Gayang 8 complex, seemed to be
waiting with bated breath for the time as if it had finished its
life as a building with traces of 30 years. The exposed concrete
pillars and beams on the fagade, which have no apparent reason
for existence, were painted several times to accentuate the
bizarreness, and the second-floor reading room, which had been
neglected for several years, looked like a garbage dump. Can't
we manage the complex and allow the only space for residents to
communicate so that they can come alive and breathe again and
come to their excitement? Work has begun to awaken the latent
space,

Unfamiliar architecture and paper boats

SH Seoul Housing Corporation, the client, requested that the
reading room space on the second floor be changed to a small
library and that the structure be strengthened and the exterior
improved according to the remodeling. Our task was to create
a space that could be actively utilized by the residents of the

complex while leaving the existing architecture, and to redefine
the format. The most effective way is to create an unfamiliar
architecture that draws people's attention. Curiosity arose
naturally, and | needed an architecture that would allow me to
approach and peer into the building. And it had to be built to fit a
library.

Reading a book is like a journey through some knowledge. The
library is perhaps more like a trip. | thought of a small paper boat
as a sculptural form of space to explore knowledge. But the
fun of architecture lies in its ambiguity. The sails of the paper
boat, composed of eight rhombuses, were designed to be a
combination of perforated composite panels and EX metal panels
to give a subtle view of the existing building, so that the meaning
of the remodeled architecture could be emphasized.

Space Story

Through several consultations between designers, tenants, and
managers, the existing facilities on the first floor were retained,
and the library, book café, and healthcare space on the secend
floor were placed as major programs,

The library repeatedly arranged arches with the motif of the
structure of a traveling ship. The arch structure serves as a
bookcase, the main element of the library, and the color change
in blue tones allows you to evoke the image of dynamic waves.
Between the arched bookshelves, sofa-type and window-type
seating areas and inclined shelves are planned to respond to
the needs of various users and complete an interesting space
configuration. The central part of the library also has long tables,
small tables, and table-type exhibition shelves to accommodate
various needs while making the space fun.

Opposite the travel library and adjacent to the lift, there is a health
care room and program room, It is clear that the replacement of
external movement due to fine dust, easy access from the path
hall, and the Gayang 8 complex, where there are many elderly
people, are the most necessary facilities. Yellow primary colors
with cognitive design are used throughout the space to create a
lively and positive atmosphere.

Architecture of Niches, Architecture of Hope

Our cities and architecture age. As the birth rate declines and
the population cliff continues, the number of neglected lands
and spaces will increase. What should architecture say about
the inevitable fate of the city? The management building of the
Gayang 8 complex, which was not a niche but was trapped in a
gap in time, was reborn through the efforts of architects, users,
and administrators. It was not just a remodeling work, but a work
of interest and new interpretation of neglected idle spaces. This
project was a new demand and answer to urban space that has
fallen into a paradigm centered on competition and growth. And
it was the starting point for thinking about life and space hidden
and abandoned behind the high-tech city.
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