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2023 Commentary of Korean Architecture Award for Construction Work Winners Commentary

Proposing architectural solutions
for climate change response and sustainability
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The recent COVID-19 pandemic, alongside the worldwide
experience of climate change, has ingrained in us the
understanding that our lives after the pandemic cannot return to
the old order, given the scorching summer heat on the Korean
Peninsula and beyond. Historically, infectious diseases have
presented both a crisis and an opportunity for humanity. While
they have brought moments of suffering, the progress achieved
in overcoming these crises has laid the foundation for a maore
advanced and healthier civilization. Sustainability in the construction
industry, which is closely linked to the environment and responsible
for 40% of global carbon emissions, has long been a neglected
topic, The construction sector has remained at a stage where it
merely adds renewable energy technologies to its existing practices,
without fundamentally transforming its origins. Efforts to address
these issues through renewable energy are not meaningless, but
true sustainability, which includes ethical considerations, cannot be
achieved without a fundamental transformation in the production
of architecture, Living in a passive house with air conditioning
and heat exchange systems in hermetically sealed spaces results
in a detached object, isolated from its surroundings, devoid of a
connection with the environment,

In an environment where science and medicine have advanced,
humanity has relatively well weathered the COVID-19 pandemic.
Perhaps because of this, awareness and response to the climate
crisis appear to be inadequate, The COVID-19 pandemic situation
serves as an invitation to the realm of collective responsibility
through the medium of climate and the environment, However,
when evaluating all the entries for this year's National Architecture
Culture Awards, the architectural industry's efforts to address the
climate crisis seem insufficient, It's time to consider a new production
systern within architecture that goes beyond the instrumental
means, such as the installation of renewable energy facilities, and
integrates the climate issue into the core themes of architecture,
Recent incidents of substandard reinforcement in apartments
and collapses resulting from construction werk have left us
disheartened, contrasting with the national image of advancing
into @ modern society. Our dire physical environment and the

recurring system that manufactures this environment stand in stark
contrast to the image of a progressive nation.

Starting in 2022, the National Architecture Culture Awards have
introduced new criteria to assess the state of structures after a certain
period, aiming to delve into the issues of structural integrity and
post-completion functionality. Last year, eligibility was granted for
buildings with approximately six months of post-completion time,
and this year, it was limited to structures completed over one year
ago (before June 30, 2022). Consequently, the number of entries this
year has significantly decreased, with 141 submissions received.

The judging committee convened for the initial round of
evaluations, selecting 16 projects for on-site assessments based
on an open-minded approach to the values pursued by each work
and an emphasis on completeness.

With the number of first-round selections being fewer than last year's
final award recipients, all the projects that made it to the on-site
assessment phase have demonstrated ample value and completeness.
In the previous year, awards were presented across three categories:
social/public, private, and residential, with each category having one
grand prize, one first prize, and three to four honorable menticns,
totaling 17 awards, This year, the awards were reduced to a total of
six, with the Presidential Award and Prime Minister's Award in each
category, making the competition much more intense.

The judging committee, accompanying a four—-day on-site
assessment process across the country, repeatedly adjusted the
evaluation criteria. Recognizing the challenge of maintaining
distinctiveness based on completeness as the number of award-
winning works decreased, the committee established selection
criteria in response to the following three questions: To what
extent does the work demonstrate a commitment to social and
environmental sustainability through architectural solutions? Does
its impact have a positive and tangible effect on the local and
social context? Does its impact extend beyond specificity, offering
universal value as a positive precedent?

This year's National Architecture Culture Awards can be considered
as being granted to works that open up a new architectural
production system based on a reflective attitude.

Cho, Namho Chairman of the evaluation committee / SOLTOZIBIN ARCHITECTS
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