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A Study on English Article Errors in College Students' Writing
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Abstract This study investigates why Korean English speakers misunderstand the English article system, which
article Korean EFL learners use more accurately in their English writings, and implications for English writing
instruction from Korean EFL Ilearners' utterances. There have been numerous studies on the acquisition of
English article system by non-native English speakers. Those studies agree that acquiring English articles is
difficult for learners of English as a second language. As a result, in this study, many English learners use the
definite and indefinite articles a/an. Many wrote articles from their writings, and occasionally, errors of
excessive use of definite articles occurred. Through this, this paper investigates how a Korean English learner
whose native language has no articles chooses the English article system in speech. It is based on the elicited
production of the Korean English learner and suggests some implications for teaching English writing in the
classroom. When English instructors teach Korean English learners to write English, it is more important than
anything else to practice the correct usage of definite articles or indefinite articles.
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[1] INCORRECT: My a favorite food is the fruit.
CORRECT: My favorite food is the fruit.
[2] INCORRECT: I'm on diet, I have apple or orange

every morning.
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