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m Abstract

Guanyin Faith in the Hangzhou Area during the Tang
and Song Dynasties

Kim Sung-soon
Research Professor, Chonnam National University

This paper will examine how the Avalokitesvara faith of India
was restructured into the doctrines and practices related to the
Sinicized version of the deity as Guanyin (¥83%) Bodhisattva.
Particular focus will be given to the Hangzhou area of China, when
the Guanyin faith was still in the process of gaining establishment
in China. In the Hangzhou area, Buddhist Orders grew significantly
due to the wealth accumulated from commerce using canals and
maritime trade, and the Chan (f& typically known as Zen in
English) Orders were particularly active during the Song Dynasty.

Zhiyi (%%H), a prominent master from the Tiantai Order
(R&E5), based his activities out of Hangzhou. He composed the
text known as the Commentary on the Guanyin Petitioning Sutra
(Qingguanyinjing—shu EH5EHZ4&H) based on a reinterpretation of a
scripture related to Guanyin, and he systematized the Guanyin
Repentance Ritual (Guanyin—chanfa #53#7%) by combining the
Doctrines of Tiantai with the Guanyin faith. In addition, Ciyin

Zunshi (ZEB) reformulated that Guanyin Repentance Ritual into
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the Guanyin Petitioning Repentance Ritual (ging—guanyin—chan
SHEE) to make it into a common ritual that was more
accessible to everyday people.

The book, Records Regarding the Personal Conduct of the Chan
Master Zhjjue (zhijue—chanshi—zixing—lu ZXSTEATE1T4%), which is
written by Yongming Yanshou (GKBRRESS), a figure from the Fayan
Order (J#R=%), one of the Chan Buddhist orders in the Hangzhou
area during the Northern Song Dynasty, reveals the acceptance of the
Guanyin faith as a daily practice within the 108 daily rituals (108%).

In Chinese Buddhism, there were historical examples of monks
being worshipped as incarnations of Guanyin Bodhisattva. An
example of this includes iconography depicting Baozhi (Ez&), a
figure from Jiliang (&) who lived during the Southern Dynasties,
as Ekadasamukha (+—mE#S, Eleven—faced Guanyin Bodhisattva)
in keeping with the belief that he was an incarnation of that deity.

Monks of the Tiantai and Chan orders operating in the
Hangzhou area actively utilized the transmission of Buddhist tales
about Guanyin Bodhisattva as related to monks that exhibited
miraculous powers (THE).

This can be understood as a phenomenon demonstrating how
Song Buddhism tried to attract more believers through the

popularity of the Guanyin Faith.

Keywords: Guanyin Faith, Tang-Song Buddhism, Hangzhou area, Mount
Putuo, Guanyin Repentance Ritual, the 108 Daily Rituals
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