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Aspects of Korean rhythm realization by second language
learners: Focusing on Chinese learners of Korean®

Youngsook Yune**

College of General Education, Kyungnam University, Changwon, Korea

Abstract

This study aimed to investigate the effect of Chinese on the production of Korean rhythm. Korean and Chinese are
typologically classified into different rhythmic categories; because of this, the phonological properties of Korean and Chinese
are similar and different at the same time. As a result, Chinese can exert both positive and negative influences on the
realization of Korean rhythm. To investigate the influence of the rhythm of the native language of L2 learners on their target
language, we conducted an acoustic analysis using acoustic metrics like of the speech of 5 Korean native speakers and 10
advanced Chinese Korean learners. The analyzed material is a short paragraph of five sentences containing a variety of
syllable structures. The results showed that KS and CS rhythms are similar in %V, VarcoV, and nPVI_S. However, CS, unlike
KS, showed characteristics closer to those of a stress-timed language in the values of %V and VarcoV. There was also a
significant difference in nPVI_V values. These results demonstrate a negative influence of the native language in the
realization of Korean rhythm. This can be attributed to the fact that all vowels in Chinese sentence are not pronounced with the
same emphasis due to neutral tone. In this sense, this study allowed us to observe influences of L1 on L2 production of
rthythm.

Keywords: syllable timed language, stress-timed language, Korean rhythmic structure, syllable structure, L1 interference
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