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Abstract

In this study, the recognition of child abuse and neglect (CAN) and reporting attitudes
of general dentists and pediatric dentists in Korea were estimated. A survey was
conducted among dentists working at clinics or university hospitals, including interns
and residents at dental hospital training institutions. The questionnaire, consisting
of 32 questions and detailed questions, subdivided into ‘general characteristics of
respondents’, ‘CAN’, ‘CAN report), ‘laws to CAN’, ‘countermeasures against CAN’.
The survey was conducted using a messenger, and 176 respondents’ answers were
analyzed. The recognition of CAN showed high scores in the order of physical abuse,
neglect, and emotional abuse. The positive attitude toward reporting CAN had a
higher score than the negative attitude. Of the total respondents, 19 said they reported
child abuse, and 18 said they were suspected of child abuse but hesitated to report
it. Among the laws related to CAN, the protection measures for CAN reporters and
the protocol for CAN showed low awareness. Since then, they have wanted to know
how to find abused children and how to deal with them in education. This study is
expected to be used as data to improve dentists’ awareness and consciousness of CAN
in the future. [J Korean Acad Pediatr Dent 2023;50(1):47-64]
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Fig. 1. Questionnaires about dentists’ perceptions of child abuse and neglect.
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Fig. 1. (continued) Questionnaires about dentists’ perceptions of child abuse and neglect.
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Fig. 1. (continued) Questionnaires about dentists’ perceptions of child abuse and neglect.
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Table 1. General backgrounds of the respondents

Classification n(%)

Sex

Male 68 (38.6)

Female 108 (61.4)
Position

Pediatric dentistry resident 42(23.9)

Pediatric dentist 57(32.4)

General dentist 56 (31.8)

Other department specialist 21(11.9)
Clinical experience (years)

0 <years<5 85 (48.3)

5<years<10 55(31.3)

10 <years<15 10 (5.7)

years = 15 26 (14.8)
Form of employment

Self-employed 41(23.3)

Employee 135(76.7)
Child existence

Yes 61 (34.7)

No 115 (65.3)

Total 176 (100)
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Table 2. Recognition of child abuse and neglect

. Physical abuse Emotional abuse Neglect
Classification
Mean SD Mean SD Mean SD
Sex
Male 4.00 1.13 2.37 0.43 3.53 0.58
Female 4.01 0.91 2.33 0.38 3.50 0.56
p-value 0.5294 0.9618 0.7780
Position
Pediatric dentistry resident 3.97 0.85 2.24 0.39 3.49 0.54
Pediatric dentist 3.89 0.86 2.32 0.38 3.52 0.55
General dentist 4.09 122 2.40 0.42 3.50 0.61
Other department specialist 421 0.97 2.47 0.37 3.56 0.59
p-value 0.1080 0.5600 0.9760
Clinical experience (years)
0 <years<5 4.09 1.00 2.35 0.42 351 0.55
5<years<10 3.82 0.97 2.30 0.36 3.38 0.59
10 <years<15 4.07 0.87 2.48 0.39 3.65 0.39
years = 15 4.12 1.09 2.38 0.42 3.78 0.55
p-value 0.5680 0.4310 0.0219
Form of employment
Self-employed 4,01 1.01 2.40 0.39 3.65 0.59
Employee 2.33 0.40 4.01 1.00 3.47 0.55
p-value 0.2882 0.9922 0.0876
Child existence
Yes 4,01 1.00 2.35 0.40 3.51 0.57
No 3.94 0.98 2.29 0.42 3.44 0.55
p-value 0.0049 0.2196 0.0184
Total 4,01 1.00 2.35 0.40 3.51 0.57
p-value from the Chi-square test.
SD: standard deviation.
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2) | Fkejate] PRty EAJof| wp2 obEstf Alate] gt <l
A 9 Q1A]
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2 90J3} z}o]7} @I} BE Zthoj|A] of=at) Aol T
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Table 3. Recognition of child abuse and neglect Report

o Occurrence rate Positive attitude Negative attitude
Classification
Grade SD Total SD Total SD
Sex
Male 3.18 0.86 341 0.62 2.75 0.63
Female 3.39 0.75 3.28 0.74 2.76 0.73
p-value 0.0855 0.2156 0.8822
Position
Pediatric dentistry resident 3.14 0.75 3.43 0.52 2.83 0.61
Pediatric dentist 337 0.90 3.29 0.63 2.68 0.68
General dentist 3.43 0.66 321 0.85 2.81 0.78
Other department specialist 3.14 0.91 3.56 0.69 2.90 0.62
p-value 0.2310 0.1700 0.5300
Clinical experience (years)
0 <years<5 3.25 0.75 3.39 0.69 2.76 0.74
5<years<10 3.38 0.83 314 0.72 2.66 0.69
10 <years<15 3.50 0.53 3.38 0.81 312 0.50
years = 15 3.27 0.96 3.54 0.53 2.81 0.56
p-value 0.6610 0.0663 0.2590
Form of employment
Self-employed 3.24 0.89 3.45 0.56 2.84 0.65
Employee 333 0.77 3.29 0.73 2.73 0.70
p-value 0.5658 0.2267 0.3580
Child existence
Yes 331 0.89 333 0.70 2.76 0.69
No 3.30 0.75 3.29 0.74 2.73 0.72
p-value 0.9552 0.2672 0.5472
Total 331 0.80 333 0.70 2.76 0.69
p-value from the Chi-square test.
SD: standard deviation.
4. OtSSITH 221 HE0f| CHEt 214 ol glolth BE oA 90% o] &L rka SHEH
3, 100% 23 ok $Ee Feke el W), we A5
1) x|2ke]Ake] opsate) Bl wgol that 914 37k 104 ow 154 Bk zaz 154 o]4¢l Hetolg)

[ |
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Sot) A3 o) xko] 24, o et Alw =

o] Alaae] BoxX|of tiste] & okl g H
2 Z}7} 1669 (94.32%), 13678 (77.26%), 1435 (81.25%), 73

(41.48%), 247 (13.64%), 3075 (17.05%)°] A tHTable 4).
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Table 4. Recognition of laws against child abuse and neglect (CAN)

CAN prevention Mandatory CAN Mandatory .Penalty for Report CAN CAN reporters
Classification treatmentact  reporting law reporters of - failure to report protocol protection act
CAN CAN
n(%) n(%) n(%) n(%) n(%) n(%)
Sex
Male 64 (94.12) 52 (76.47) 55(80.88) 33(48.53) 10 (14.71) 10 (14.71)
Female 102 (94.44) 84 (771.78) 88(81.48) 40 (37.04) 14 (12.96) 20(18.52)
p-value 0.9999* 0.8403 0.9210 0.1319 0.7429 0.5125
Position
Pediatric dentistry resident 38(90.48) 3(78.57) 6(85.71) 14 (33.33) 6(14.29) 7(16.67)
Pediatric dentist 56 (98.25) 55 (96.49) 54 (94.74) 35(61.40) 10 (17.54) 15(26.32)
General dentist 51(91.07) 1(55.36) 7(66.07) 37(66.07) 5(8.93) 7(12.50)
Other department specialist 21(100.00) 17 (80.95) 16 (76.19) 16 (76.19) 3(14.29) 1(4.76)
p-value 0.1610* <0.00001* 0.0006* 0.0015 0.6062* 0.1046*
Clinical experience (years)
0<yrs<5 9(92.94) 0(70.59) 7(78.82) 24 (28.24) 10 (11.76) 11(12.94)
5<yrs<10 51(92.73) 42 (76.36) 43(78.18) 28(50.91) 10(18.18) 11 (20.00)
10 <yrs<15 0(100.00) 8(80.00) 8(80.00) 7(70.00) 2(20.00) 3(30.00)
yrs > 15 26 (100.00) 26 (100.00) 25(96.15) 14 (53.85) 2 (7.69) (19.23)
p-value 0.5739* 0.0048* 0.1554* 0.0036* 0.4618* 0.3574*
Form of employment
Self-employed 40 (97.56) 39(95.12) 37(90.24) 24 (58.54) 5(12.20) 11(26.83)
Employee 126(93.33) 97 (71.85) 106 (78.52) 49 (36.30) 19 (14.07) 19 (14.07)
p-value 0.1610* 0.0018 0.0921 0.0114 0.7588 0.0571
Child existence
Yes 108 (93.91) 81(70.43) 88(76.52) 38(33.04) 16 (13.91) 16 (13.91)
No 58 (95.08) 55(90.16) 55(90.16) 35(57.38) 8(13.11) 14 (22.95)
p-value 0.9999* 0.0030 0.0273 0.0018 0.8832 0.1292
total 166 (94.32) 136 (77.27) 143 (81.25) 73 (41.48) 24 (13.64) 30(17.05)
p-value from the Chi-square test or Fisher’s exact (*) test.
CAN: child abuse and neglect.
A(p =0.0015), ¥/ B < 3l4(p = 0.0036), L& Fei(p= AAPD 7}o| =2}l 5o QUAtH(Fig. 2)
0.0114), 2 (p = 0.0018)°] w2 koA F2o|gt oS 1t
EFTE. ofofl tste] 7Hg ©ol & okl SEE Yo g 4) ob&stt] oAl Akl E Al AH
I 29, W5 HE £ 7t 10 o) 159 mivkel e, obE st oA ARE ANFY Ao] ot S B¢
), 247} Gl Aol ek Table 4) ofEE FFOZ YAl h3t AL B2 SUL 58
sko] 71=5kinh & 1990] SESI L, 271A] oo 52
3) oHg8hh AL o R Ajol] cish LA B A SUE AL 117, /b FRO2 ThHldt ARk 93olgl
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&t 7% olof tish ¢Al @ F2E 5 SHS 5185to g Hoatel UidshA] ek (59), @t wedsto] L= Me
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=S

+(17), 715t (57) A2 SHIAL
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Fig. 2. Recognition channel for mandatory reporters of child
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Fig. 3. Persons who have reported suspected cases of child abuse and neglect.

Fear of misunderstanding |

Disbelief in the protection of reporters |

Ignorance of indications for suspected cases |

Ignorance of protocol |

Conflict with patient confidentiality
Others 3
0 2 4 6 8 10 12

(n)

Fig. 4. Reasons why they hesitated to report suspected cases of child abuse.
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Fig. 5. Education channel to child abuse and neglect.
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Fig. 6. Reasons for not participating in child abuse and neglect education.
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Fig. 8. Appropriate pathways for implementing child abuse education and neglect.
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Fig. 9. Measures to improve reporting and awareness of child abuse and neglect.
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Table 5. Correlation between perceptions of child abuse, attitudes toward reporting obligations, and the perception of a manda-
tory reporting system

Positive attitude towards ~ Negative attitude towards  Perception of mandatory

Characteristics Perception of CAN mandatory reporting mandatory reporting CAN reporting system
Perception of CAN 1.00

Positive attitude towards 0.34 1.00

mandatory reporting (p <0.00001) '
Negative attitude towards 0.05 -0.10 1.00

mandatory reporting (p=0.5476) (p=0.1730) )
Perception of mandatory 0.09 0.11 -0.20 1.00

CAN reporting system (p=0.2141) (p=0.1504) (p=0.0064) )

By Pearson’s correlation coefficient.
CAN: child abuse and neglect.
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