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Abstract

Objectives : This study aimed to investigate the recognition of coverage for Korean medicine treatments in
private medical insurance among Korean medicine doctors (KMDs).

Methods : Questionnaire reviewed by experts was performed to KMDs who were registered in the Association
of Korean Medicine, The survey targeted awareness of private health insurance for Korean medicine,
appropriate coverage, cost, and frequency,

Results : Data were collected from 932 respondents out of 28,234 Korean medicine doctors, Most KMDs
were aware of coverage for Korean medicine in private medical insurance, and they responded that
pharmacopuncture and herbal decoction were covered first, KMDs also responded that the coverage should
be provided without limited number of times, except herbal medicine,

Conclusion : Most KMDs responded that Korean medical private medical insurance was essential. To
promote the developing insurance for Korean medicine, survey for public and insurance company will be

performed,
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Table 1. Questionnaire
Classification Category
Sex
Age

Clinical Period

Socio—demographic characteristics

Specialist qualification

Specialized subject

Working institution

Coverage of 1% private health insurance

Coverage of 2™ to 4™ private health insurance

Recognition of private medical insurance

Coverage of dental private health insurance

Coverage of Korean medicine private health insurance

Herbal decoction

Appropriate coverage of Korean medicine private

Pharmacopuncture

health insurance

Korean medicine physical therapy

Non—benefit herbal preparation

Herbal decoction

Pharmacopuncture

Appropriate medical fee

Korean medicine physical therapy

Non—benefit herbal preparation

Herbal decoction

Pharmacopuncture

Appropriate number of guarantees

Korean medicine physical therapy

Non—benefit herbal preparation

Affordable cost per month

open—ended question
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Table 2. Socio—demographic characteristics of respondents.
Classification Category N(%)
Male 704(75.4%)
Sex
Female 228(24.5%)
20~29 years 49(5.3%)
30~39 years 332(35.6%)
Age

40~49 years
50~59 years

323(34.6%)
228(24.5%)

Less than 5 years
5 to 10 years
10 to 20 years
20 to 30 years

Clinical Period

146(15.7%)
218(23.4%)
311(33.4%)
202(21.7%)

More than 30 years 55(5.9%)

. L Specialist 243(26%)
Specialist qualification .

General practitioner 689(74%)
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Classification Category N(%)
Acupuncture and Moxibustion 52(21.4%)
Korean Neuropsychiatry 12(4.9%)
Korean Medicine Ophthalmology, Otolaryngology & 13(5.3%)
Dermatology
Specialized subject Korean Internal Medicine 76(31.3%)
Korean Pediatrics Medicine 12(4.9%)
Korean Rehabilitation Medicine 41(16.9%)
Korean Obstetrics and Gynecology 21(8.6%)
Sasang Constitutional Medicine 16(6.6%)
Public health clinics(military doctors) 39(4.2%)
KM hospitals 131(14%)
S KM clinics 672(72%)
Working institution
Long—term care hospitals 34(3.6%)
KM university hospitals 39(4.2%)
Other 17(1.8%)
Table 3. Recognition of private medical insurance
. Yes No
No. Question N (%) N ()
Did you know that first—generation medical insurance subscribers released before 304 198
1 August 2009 are guaranteed both salary items and non—payment items treated at
Korean medical clinics under certain conditions? (86.2%) (13.8%)
Did you know that 2nd, 3rd, and 4th generation medical insurance subscribers who
9 have been released since August 2009 are guaranteed benefits items treated at 810 122
dentistry and Koreanl medicine under certain conditions, but non—benefit items are  (86.8%) (13.2%)
excluded from compensation?
Did you know that dentistry is guaranteed to a limited extent for non—benefit 550 389
3 medical expenses .such.as implants, bridges, and dentures tl'lrough the development (58.9%) (41.1%)
of special medical insurance contracts and new dental insurance products?
Did you know that patients with second, third, and fourth—generation medical
4 insurance who subscribed after 2009 can claim the remaining expenses to the 748 184
insurance company, except for 10,000 won out of the salary item or 10—20% of the (80.2%) (19.8%)
medical expenses?
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Table 4. Appropriate coverage of Korean medicine private health insurance (N, %)

Strongl Strongl
Classification . Unnecessary Neutral Necessary 2 Mean+SD
Unnecessary Necessary
herbal decoction 8(0.9%) 10(1.1%) 52(5.6%) 177(19%) 685(73.5%) 4.63+0.716
pharmacopuncture 7(0.8%) 8(0.9%) 40(4.3%) 131(14.1%) 746(80%) 4.72+0.656
K dici
oreat medieiie 7(0.8%) 24(2.6%) 15817.0%)  210(22.5%)  533(57.1%)  4.33+0.897
physical therapy
non—benefit herbal
10(1.1%) 15(1.6%) 119(12.8%) 244(26.2%) 544(58.4%) 4.39+0.848

preparation

Table 5. Appropriate medical fee (KRW)

Korean medicine

non—benefit herbal

Classification Herbal decoction® Pharmacopuncture™* physical therapy preparation
(once) (1 day)
Mean+SD 191,939+53,371 14,828+6,176 11,693 +7,437 15,871+£8,082
Median 200,000 13,500 10,000 15,000
Minimum 50,000 3,000 1,000 2,000
Maximum 500,000 60,000 90,000 60,000
*10 day, 20 pack
**one treatment in a single part, including drug price 2000 KRW
Table 6. Appropriate medical fee in herbal decoction (N(%))
T 100,000 150,000 200,000 250,000
Classification (KRW) ~100,000 140,999 ~100.999 240,999 200,999 300,000~
20~29 12%) 14(28.6%) 15(30.6%) 14(28.6%) 1(2%) 4(8.2%)
Age 30~39 6(1.8%) 43(13%) 110(33.1%) 123(37%) 26(7.8%) 24(7.2%)
40~49 0(0%) 22(6.8%) 91(28.2%) 143(44.3%) 44(13.6%) 23(7.1%)
50~59 1(0.4%) 9(3.9%) 61(26.8%) 112(49.1%) 32(14%) 13(5.7%)
Specialist Yes 1(0.4%) 20(8.2%) 70(28.8%) 107(44%) 28(11,5%) 17(7%)
qualification No 7(1%) 68(9.9%) 207(30%) 285(41,4%) 75(10.9%) 47(6.8%)
Public
health 0(0%) 7(17.9%) 11(28.2%) 13(33.3%) 3(7.7%) 5(12.8%)
clinics
KM
hospitals 1(0.8%) 19(14.5%) 45(34.4%) 42(32.1%) 13(9.9%) 11(8.4%)
KM clinics  6(0.9%) 46(6.8%) 202(30.1%) 296(44%) 80(11.9%) 42(6.3%)
Working
institution Long—ter
m care 0(0%) 7(20.6%) 5(14.7%) 16(47.1%) 3(8.8%) 3(8.8%)
hospitals
KM
university 0(0%) 7(18%) 9(23.1%) 18(46.2%) 3(7.6%) 2(5.1%)
hospitals
Other 1(5.9%) 2(11.8%) 5(29.4%) 7(41.2%) 1(5.9%) 1(5.9%)
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Table 7. Appropriate medical fee in pharmacopuncture (N(%))

10,000

12,000

15,000

20,000

Classification (KRW, ~10,000 s
Sy ’ ~11,999 ~14,999 ~19,999 ~29,999 eojces
20~29 3(6.1%) 18(36.7%) 5(10.2%) 9(18.4%) 13(26.5%) 1(2%)
A 30~39 14(4.2%) 93(28%) 59(17.8%) 70(21.1%) 76(22.9%) 20(6%)
ge
40~49 8(2.5%) 92(28.5%) 54(16.7%) 93(28.8%) 56(17.3%) 20(6.2%)
50~59 4(1.8%) 68(29.8%) 52(22.8%) 49(21.5%) 48(21.1%) 7(3.1%)
Specialist Yes 4(1.6%) 66(27.2%) 52(21.4%) 50(20.6%) 54(22.2%) 17(7%)
qualification No 25(3.6%)  205(29.8%) 118(17.1%) 171(24.8%) 139(20.2%) 31(4.5%)
Public
health 1(2.6%) 9(23.1%) 8(20.5%) 9(23.1%) 11(28.2%) 1(2.6%)
clinics
KM
. 0(0%) 28(21.4%) 14(10.7%) 39(29.8%) 37(28.2%) 13(9.9%)
hospitals
KM clinics  23(3.4%) 207(30.8%) 125(18.6%) 157(23.4%) 131(19.5%) 29(4. 3%)
Working
Y Long—term
institution
care 3(8.8%) 13(38.2%) 8(23.5%) 4(11.8%) 6(17.6%) 0(0%)
hospitals
KM
university = 2(5.1%) 9(23.1%) 10(25.6%) 10(25.6%) 5(12.8%) 3(7.7%)
hospitals
Other 0(0%) 5(29.4%) 5(29.4%) 2(11.8%) 3(17.6%) 2(11.8%)
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Classification 12 times/y 3-5 times/y 6-8 times/y 911 times/y Unlimited
Herbal decoction 149(16.0%) 327(35.1%) 146(15.7%) 126(13.5%) 184(19.7%)
Pharmacopuncture 9(1.0%) 22(2.4%) 32(3.4%) 129(13.8%) 740(79.4%)
- .
orean medicine 8(0.9%) 15(1.6%) 21(2.3%) 79(8.5%) 809(86.8%)
physical therapy
Non—benefit herbal
on—beneli hierba 18(1.9%) 67(7.2%) 54(5.8%) 152(16.3%) 641(68,8%)
preparation
* y. year
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