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ABSTRACT

Objectives: In this study, existing knowledge and needs of childcare teachers for developing oral health education plans
for infants and young children were investigated. Methods: From March to April 2023, an online questionnaire survey led to
the collection of data from 150 childcare teachers. Data were analyzed using the SPSS 22.0 program. Results: Importance-
Performance Analysis (IPA) revealed that importance and knowledge of oral health education, importance of oral health,
and prevention of oral diseases were priority areas, and treatment, symptoms, and causes were priority areas that needed
improvement . According to the IPA on the importance of and demand for oral health education support, the importance and
demand for an educational plan were both high. Expert education based on educational goals, information sharing, educational
environment support, evaluation system, and monitoring was low in importance but high in demand. Conclusions: Oral care
habits during infancy are important for maintaining oral health throughout life. Oral care practice should be improved by
developing an oral health education plan for childcare teachers to implement.
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Table 2. Average number of posts of each type by university classification

Unit: Mean=xSD

Division Importance Knowledge Correlation coefficient ~ Variable importance
Important of oral health 4.471+0.63 3.6240.80
Cause of oral disease 4.43+0.63 3.4910.78 0.836 0.162
Symptom of oral disease 4.45+0.65 3.52+0.80 0.879 0.170
Examination of oral disease 4.41£1.66 3.4710.80 0.831 0.161
Treatment of oral disease 4.461+0.63 3.51£0.85 0.899 0.174
Prevention of oral disease 4.48+0.62 3.54+0.81 0.889 0.172
Oral & systemic disease 4.3940.67 3.39£0.86 0.836 0.162
High | T Treatment o I
N Prevention
1 o
i Symptom
: o
i3
i
i3
1S5
IF Oral&
H systemic o
E Cause disease  Disease
1 o o
‘ o
Low | IO Examination v
LOW <==mmmmmemmmm e e e e - High
Knowledge
Fig. 1. IPA analysis of oral health education contents
Table 3. Importance and needs of oral health education support Unit: MeanSD
Division Importance Knowledge Correlation coefficient ~ Variable importance
Educational goals 4.241+0.75 4.221+0.72
Education plan 4.16£0.77 4.20£0.74 0.812 0.176
Program model 4.22+0.74 4.22+0.74 0.845 0.018
Sharing information 4.22+0.74 4.20%+0.70 0.809 0.018
Environmental support 4.1840.80 4.1840.75 0.740 0.016
Evaluation system 4.041£0.84 4.1240.75 0.690 0.150
Monitoring 4.061+0.85 4.08+0.81 0.695 0.151
High | I I
1 Evaluation Education °
i | Monitoring  system plan
i ° °
i3
£
i3 | m v
iE
i Program
! Environmental ~ model
i support o
ng Sharing information
LOW <====mmm e e - High

Fig. 2. IPA analysis of oral health education support
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Table 4. Oral health education requirements (N=150)
Characteristics Division N(%)
Needs for education Needlessness 0(0.0)
Normal 18(12.0)
Needs 132(88.0)
Program application Infants 139(92.7)
Adolescent 9(6.0)
Adult 2(1.3)
Frequency of oral health education 1 32(21.3)
2 62(41.3)
3 32(21.3)
4 13(8.7)
5< 11(7.3)
Proper number of people (one time) ~ Min 5/Max 100 Mean 16.3
Adequate time (one time) <30 min 59(39.3)
30-50 min 48(32.0)
60 min 41(27.3)
90 min 2(1.3)
Education method Expert lecture 11(7.3)
Lecturetexperience 113(75.3)
Cyber education 13(8.7)
Seminars and workshop 6(4.0)
Training material 7(4.7)
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