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ABSTRACT

Bentonite is a type of rock that has been used as a traditional mineral medicine. It has a variety of pharmacological activities, and is
used in traditional Korean medicine to treat jaundice, diarrhea, and hemostasis. In modern medicine, it is used as a raw material and
additive for medicines such as antacids, gastrointestinal protective agents, and laxatives.

Bentonite produced in Korea was produced through diagenesis or hydrothermal alteration of tertiary volcanic debris distributed in the
Pohang and Gyeongju areas. It is mainly used for industrial purposes such as papermaking, paint, civil engineering, casting, and
animal feed. Recently, technology is being developed to use it in cosmetics and pharmaceuticals. In this study, the geochemical
characteristics of bentonite were identified by analyzing the main components and trace elements of 40 and 21 types of bentonite
produced in the Gampo Gyeongju and Yeonil Pohang area. Also it were classifed by formation envrionment of bentonite deposits in
the Gampo and Yeonil. As a result of the study, bentonite from the reserch area may be cased by argillic alteraton that alkali elements
are removed form basaltic rocks by hydrothermal fluids and AI-CCPI alteration indices wrere also indentified argillic alteraton. It was
found that there is a correlation between the behavior characteristics of heavy metal elements (Pb, Cr, As) and the hydrothermal
alteration of bentonite in the reserch area.
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Fig. 1. Triangular CaO—Na,0—K,O plot of 61 samples of bentonite
from the reserch area and 10 samples of basaltic rock from Yeonil
area.
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Table 1. Major element compositions of bentonites from the reserch area and basaltic rock from Yeonil area (unit of %)

Area Sample No. SiO, TiO, ALO; Fe,0;7 MnO MgO CaO Na,0O K,0 P,05 LOI Total
G-1 51.84 034 1447 339 009 419 140 041 076 023 2209 9921

G-2 49.16 027 1444 358 007 425 115 ND 055 007 2517 9921

G-2 49.16 027 1444 358 007 425 115 ND 055 007 2517 9871

G-3 5403 0.08 1480 161 005 389 172 026 ND 0.03 2249 9896

G-4 5222 0.08 1474 167 005 389 173 000 ND 0.02 2439 9879

G-5 5239 007 1502 163 006 401 150 023 ND 002 2450 9943

G-6 5177 0.09 1494 185 005 381 166 019 003 0.02 2457 9898

G-7 5240 022 1344 279 006 459 161 114 018 0.08 23.50 100.01

G-8 5226 026 1331 287 005 461 172 084 024 011 2318 9945

G-9 4802 021 1314 338 005 460 409 020 0.4 007 2590 99.80

G-10 48.64 025 1336 355 005 650 1.65 ND 019 007 2495 9921

G-11 4745 018 1313 351 005 7.4 152 022 013 004 2636 99.73

G-12 5454 023 1389 319 006 49 000 339 010 0.0 1879 99.25

G-13 5981 039 1379 219 004 324 144 162 050 009 1643 99.54

G-14 5774 043 1401 744 005 382 205 159 059 0.9 11.89 99.80

G-15 6342 025 13.03 191 005 239 151 201 043 008 1483 9991

G-16 61.14 028 1226 215 006 271 1.09 131 023 0.09 1812 99.44

G-17 4634 018 1269 217 004 364 930 048 004 006 2537 10031

G-18 5670  0.18 1559 219 006 363 198 197 067 0.05 1650 99.52

Garmpo G-19 6034 0.09 13.00 1.13 005 311 156 061 024 006 1959 99.78
} G-20 5535 0.10 1433 147 006 389 183 037 010 003 2142 9895
bentonite G-21 65.07 0.03 1141 1.05 003 3.05 1.00 021 002 001 1791 99.79
G-22 5783 0.07 13.60 141 003 379 141 019 003 002 2046 98.84

G-23 5622 006 1322 126 005 360 129 026 001 0.10 2312 99.19

G-24 5494 008 1438 157 006 421 143 020 ND 004 21.70 986l

G-25 5095 031 1576 248 007 423 155 053 010 0.1 2272 98.81

G-26 5054 082 1866 498 004 239 1.19 081 119 0.0 18.04 9876

G-27 4866 063 1573 422 002 314 143 034 066 011 2329 9823

G-28 5891 029 1608 237 007 250 204 235 065 0.10 1354 98.90

G-29 56.86 039 1753 364 007 176 229 278 074 0.3 1252 9871

G-30 5673  0.17 1591 199 006 327 226 290 054 0.5 1525 99.23

G-31 5539 033 1742 268 004 288 277 441 034 016 13.05 99.47

G-32 5828 057 1842 381 004 162 443 514 047 031 681  99.90

G-33 6459 031 1688 256 007 144 199 523 116 011 607 100.41

G-34 63.18 0.9 1530 1.62 005 191 1.82 316 062 009 1192 99.86
G-35 65.15 0.6 1446 122 007 214 095 242 102 007 1270 100.36
G-36 5040 139 1724 944 011 281 826 341 079 053 649 100.87

G-37 50.04 136 1621 1048 0.1 246 646 3.12 081 066 912 10083
G-38 6479 0.6 1439 128 008 226 091 227 091 006 13.15 100.26

G-39 5848 033 1599 246 007 266 207 232 058 0.0 1480 99.86

G-40 5526 042 1791 394 007 196 245 264 057 016 1406 99.44
Y-1 69.63 0.17 1444 115 009 083 051 301 281 005 741 100.10

Yeonil Y-2 6222 0.8 1452 148 027 244 061 154 041 004 1558 99.29
bent;)nite Y-3 5796 0.17 1273 168 042 269 037 032 007 0.09 2237 9887
Y-4 6627 022 1508 1.83 008 1.0l 059 28 244 007 876 9923
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Table 1. Continued
Area Sample No. SiO, TiO, AlOs Fe,0;7 MnO MgO CaO Na,0 K,0O P,0s LOI Total
Y-5 52.02  0.71 17.07 493 0.26 1.98 0.95 1.16 0.41 0.08 18.97 98.54
Y-6 48.89 046 2255 6.10 0.20 1.71 N.D 0.65 0.32 0.08 18.74  99.70
Y-7 46.92  0.75 1456  6.26 0.07 3.76 0.35 0.25 0.08 0.14 2572 98.86
Y-8 61.18  0.48 12.54  4.66 0.25 1.58 2.05 0.94 2.07 0.16 13.30  99.21
Y-9 51.98 1.10 1483  7.03 0.11 3.52 2.74 1.28 3.02 0.30  13.75 99.66
Y-10 51.15 077  17.19 551 0.02 1.96 0.49 0.31 1.29 0.07 19.92  98.68
Y-11 5229 096 17.64 5.08 0.02 1.82 0.59 0.64 1.91 0.07 18.08  99.10
Yeonil Y-12 5147 0.73 16.60  6.58 0.03 2.21 0.49 0.23 1.34 0.07 19.70  99.45
- Y-13 5718 0.64 1743 4.69 0.03 1.94 1.58 1.27 1.03 0.08 13.28  99.15
bentonite Y-14 53.14 047 1593 643 0.03 1.75 0.97 0.61 0.22 0.10  19.27 98.92
Y-15 50.54 139 18.00 6.75 0.04 1.66 1.65 1.07 1.03 0.23 16.55 98.91
Y-16 53.60 046 1636 6.32 0.04 1.76 0.99 0.66 0.27 0.09 19.00 99.55
Y-17 52.81  0.77 1739 511 0.02 1.82 0.68 0.79 1.58 0.06 1812 99.15
Y-18 5734  0.65 17.07  4.69 0.04 1.91 1.57 1.27 1.03 0.10  13.51 99.18
Y-19 5713 0.65 17.47  4.71 0.03 1.99 1.56 1.29 1.04 0.09 13.35  99.31
Y-20 5298 047 16.05  6.51 0.03 1.79 0.93 0.43 0.20 0.09 19.78  99.26
Y-21 4594 080 1524 1570 0.03 1.57 0.44 0.25 1.32 0.11 19.07 100.47
YB-1 55.12 093 18.15  8.28 0.17 4.95 10.15  2.73 0.73 0.23 0.85  99.29
YB-2 5546  0.88 1777  7.44 0.15 3.99 7.78 3.05 1.09 0.24 0.59 98.44
YB-3 56.41 097 17.7 7.76 0.22 3.33 7.09 3.26 1.49 0.23 0.5 98.96
Yeonil YB-4 55.89  0.89 17.84 7.6 0.17 3.98 7.7 2.85 1.17 0.27 0.61 98.97
- YB-5 56.14  0.87 17.75 7.65 0.15 3.9 7.47 2.95 1.34 0.24 0.34 98.8
basaltic YB-6 56.1 0.88 18.04  7.67 0.18 4.01 7.7 2.93 0.85 0.26 0.81 99.43
rock* YB7 5166 139 1687 973 018 548 93 316 062 03 033 99.02
YB-8 5222  1.19 18.86 8.04 0.2 4.05 9.15 3.01 0.54 0.42 0.59 98.27
YB-9 50.36 1.5 18.43  8.58 0.19 4.17 9.44 2.85 0.7 0.33 0.72  98.37
YB-10 46.52 1.61 18.21 9.95 0.17 4.65 9.74 2.94 0.68 0.37 0.5 98.34
*Total iron as Fe,O; , N.D.; not detected, LOI; Loss on ignition
**Refs. Shim et al.,, 2011
Na,09] 2 nd. ~ 5.23 wt %, K,09] 32 nd. ~ HElO|E O] HOFQlS & 4= It} Christidis(1998)0] 2]
119 wt% o], A A oA AEEHE WELe|EL &y, gz Y4ENa’, Ca¥', K} Sik Afgoz
Ca09] &eFo| nd. ~ 1.65 wt%, Na,09] ke 025 ~ =o 9=X9 7IX|a Qal, Mg2+% Hoto] HAZAE-S
3.01 wt %, K,09] g2 0.08 ~ 3.02 wt% ©]t}. Fig. 1 vrol HlEUolE A 1AoA Hast YdAEo|th o
oMt Zo] FE Ao AEE WEGO|E] CaO A A9] el ARFY AT ME o] 0] Uk
o Na,09] fHeFe FRSIA K00 Ghepe whe vhule], B4 A, 95uases Wi B ngonyy o
A Ao AEEE MEL|EL Ca0, N0, K0 7] UAEE 47 oS55I E, Si, Ca, Na UAES
o] ghepo] AgtAolT). ol AE A|oje e A4wd  Eifo|=e] uls) mete] FRsitt.
o o3t Ao HHoR we @4uA A AGu FE AHelA] A NEL]E] o)
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(K1m et al., 1985), 3]

A A

3t n]gF 4 Mo, Cd, Pb, Co, As, Cr, V, Ni, Cu, Se52]

Hohm gl 70 BB U Tole 200 ANS UL F SRS U
SEAS wol YHE o WMEUolEe] FAS BH: b glo] Fast A
ot A% e 2, SloRERA eSSl (CH)Y Slold 4 1458
O] FFtzl Ao] A = 1(As, Pb, Cd), & 2(Mo, Co, V, Se), &7 3(Cr,
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Table 2. Trace element compositions of bentonites from the reserch area (unit of ppm)

Area Sample No. Mo Cd Pb Co As Cr \Y Ni Cu Se

G-1 0.70 1.07 1570 3210 1630 3.38 1810  12.80  14.90 0.18

G-2 0.64 1.01 5.39 3120 15.40 2.81 1630  13.60  14.40 0.16

G-3 0.78 0.74 34.80 433 16.30 6.24 2020 1480  14.70 0.45

G-4 0.62 0.47 25.60 5.93 20.40 6.74 2330 1320 12.90 0.29

G-5 0.86 0.58 36.80 425 19.90 6.75 2040 1840  14.00 0.13

G-6 0.66 0.63 21.90 7.49 17.10 5.76 2000 1340  14.50 0.09

G-7 0.80 1.32 2140 1510  17.10 5.29 1720 1190  10.90 0.04

G-8 0.81 1.58 1190 1690  20.70 5.96 1750  13.00  10.80 0.13

G-9 0.36 1.44 2030 4190  20.50 9.66 14.30 8.49 0.17 20.20

G-10 0.53 1.35 1810  41.60  17.90 9.45 13.60 7.30 0.01 2220

G-11 0.44 1.57 1930 4200  22.90 9.64 14.50 8.46 0.01 19.10

G-12 0.38 1.68 1760 1520  16.80 4.62 1550  11.50 0.27 23.70

G-13 0.80 1.39 1840 5140 1930 5.19 1720 1500  12.00 1.93

G-14 0.76 1.50 8490  153.00 3250  27.80 2230 1530  15.50 0.80

G-15 0.45 1.06 6.80 11.80 1620 1.24 1720 1240  13.70 0.87

G-16 0.85 1.51 1210 1630  19.50 2.20 1620 1130  13.00 0.79

G-17 0.08 1.18 1820  20.80  15.70 2.77 12.20 3.97 0.22 19.90

G-18 0.85 0.86  138.00 943 16.90 2.24 1650 1430  13.80 0.96

G-19 0.85 0.74 14.20 6.75 17.40 1.61 1750 1140 1430 1.58

Gampo G-20 0.42 0.90 23.10 5.30 17.30 2.47 12.70 534 0.01 20.30
bem;nite G-21 0.40 0.61 35.90 8.99 15.50 521 14.60 7.04 0.12 21.40
G-22 0.64 0.69 30.70 6.55 21.40 3.81 14.50 6.78 0.22 21.90

G-23 0.79 0.51 31.30 6.38 14.50 3.79 1840 1470  12.90 0.51

G-24 0.25 0.63 35.60 6.64 19.30 5.08 1500  18.60 0.63 17.90

G-25 0.91 1.74 3350 5640 1580  13.00 1890  17.60  14.20 0.39

G-26 127 134 11400 181.00 3440 1250 2220 2790 1550 0.80

G-27 1.00 1.32 26.10 29400 2970  11.80 2120  19.60  14.80 0.63

G-28 0.69 1.19 1640 1340  17.30 3.97 1730 1600  15.10 1.01

G-29 0.93 1.51 2070 1790  16.90 2.50 17.10 1410  15.00 0.99

G-30 0.57 073 12600  8.73 24.50 2.54 2240 1820  18.70 0.57

G-31 0.50 1.42 4640 1460  21.00 5.41 1970 1210 19.20 0.12

G-32 0.49 1.24 1460 2630  23.10 430 2050 1190  19.00 0.35

G-33 0.59 1.30 18.60 7.28 21.00 2.85 19.00 1060  17.40 0.12

G-34 0.47 0.75 1570  13.10  22.50 1.44 1790  10.60 8.72 0.61

G-35 0.49 0.39 16.60 7.92 23.70 2.34 1950 1130  16.00 0.39

G-36 0.75 1.23 3030 180.00 182.00  11.10 3750 1230  14.40 0.17

G-37 0.57 125 2500 14200 20800 11.00 3770  13.00  15.90 0.17

G-38 0.50 0.43 32.50 8.00 25.00 3.12 2050 1240  17.20 0.12

G-39 0.43 1.06 1290  13.00 2440 5.15 1870 1580  16.80 0.12

G-40 0.72 1.41 1730 1830  21.30 2.84 1650 1530 1530 0.21

Y-1 1.34 0.85 10.60 5.58 23.30 0.58 1660  11.00  14.40 0.59

Yeonil Y2 064 085 <05 598 1620 091 1960 1120  13.60  0.96
bent;)nite Y-3 0.67 0.68 36.20 6.54 27.40 1.30 2420 1310 15.90 0.12
Y-4 1.07 0.63 10.50 6.91 22.80 0.88 2020 1110 1830 0.54
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Table 2. Continued

Area Sample No. Mo Cd Pb Co As Cr \Y% Ni Cu Se

Y-5 1.03 1.96 16.70 88.50 28.70 8.45 23.10 23.10 15.20 0.67

Y-6 0.19 0.02 <0.5 1.36 22.20 0.29 19.80 10.40 16.30 0.42

Y-7 1.62 2.93 27.50 46.00 25.50 11.40 22.10 2.47 18.00 0.11

Y-8 3.56 1.57 28.10 132.00  73.50 14.40 42.30 30.00 13.90 0.67

Y-9 0.69 1.29 12.40 170.00  27.80 14.00 20.00 22.80 10.30 0.21

Y-10 1.00 1.72 27.70 78.80 27.90 11.30 20.90 20.70 16.20 0.59

Y-11 0.83 1.88 60.10 73.50 25.10 10.90 21.00 20.90 16.50 0.49

Yeonil Y-12 1.12 182 2940 7100 2590 999 1980 4110  19.00  4.92

- Y-13 1.60 1.41 57.60 86.10 32.00 24.30 25.10 44.20 15.10 0.47

bentonite Y-14 1.24 2.27 43.70 15.60 19.20 1.93 18.60 433 16.20 0.16

Y-15 0.82 1.94 16.70 129.00  27.20 19.00 22.10 16.60 13.90 0.16

Y-16 0.98 2.40 41.70 16.40 21.90 2.00 20.30 4.56 16.50 0.25

Y-17 0.85 1.82 28.70 66.20 24.90 9.82 18.70 17.60 16.50 0.32

Y-18 1.78 1.41 55.70 84.90 29.90 22.70 28.40 39.20 13.80 0.38

Y-19 1.70 1.49 60.90 87.40 35.20 23.10 26.20 51.50 13.60 0.30

Y-20 1.05 2.63 40.20 16.90 21.20 1.45 29.50 2.05 16.20 0.18

Y-21 1.69 1.85 16.40 113.00  26.70 5.33 18.70 11.70 32.90 2.04
Cu, Ni)©.2 Lpio] hAjejobE Alzo] AgE= gmo] 4 0o ZaA Wz W oF4 1 E= 100% Afo]o]
ofs, Alof, AZHAIS] Sl kel ARgEAL Aok & FA AR yERd S ik WA A 221 FE9l
A A3}, Cri} PbS 732 Aol A= WiEUo]E WA P& £ HHzRRo| o)s) BobyilE 13} FES

o] mEFUAa F Pbo| TS 539 ~ 138 ppm, As2]

F2 145 ~ 208 ppm, Cro] 3 1.24 ~ 27.8 ppm 9|

TAskE & YAl HEE Tl o 4
HA AR =

Rom, 34l
Ishikawa et al. (1976) o] A|QFst 4] [1]9]

I, AY AYGoA 4bzEl= HEU|EQ u|gk Y4 &
Pbo] e <0.5 ~ 60.9 ppm, As®| e 16.2 ~ 73.5
ppm, Cro] k2 0.29 ~ 24.3 ppm ©]t}. Pbi} As®] 7
- AL A oA AEE= HIEYo|Eof Xt 7
JofA] AtEE = HMIEUO|Eo A =& 3HEE Helow,
Cro] ¢ & A QoA AZE= HIEUO|EoA vl=%t
S H T

12 w2212 0] o] upap E2ho _4 slFo] My
OE S7Fohe Aake 7HAIH, As] A9 Algke J9] W
oAl 1 FheFo] F7IsHAIRE, Cro] -9 Aol wpet 2}
% FTas EXE AR, 2 A
Aol 4] AEE= #
lE-—UrOlE"ﬂ H] ol Cr4 S A o2 wal, Pbof 9t
T AR ErkFig. 2).

W e 2
O[&(K', Na', Mg", Ca” 5)°] e 44§ 4
S5 ug #Ago= tl%_%q_' Tol, o o
s A slstael Wshe d2w Ao o5t HA
REE AR ol WRASE ALgolol AU %

Al(Ishikawa alteration index)@} 4] [2]¢] CCPI(chlorite—
carbonate—pyrite index)”} ¢1t}(Large et al., 2001).

Al=100x(K,0+MgO)(K,0+MgO+Na,0+Ca0) [1]
CCPI=100x(FeO'+MgO)/(FeO' +MgO+Na,0+Ca0) [2]

grre] W Ast 54 W 9L ATl
AA = o] Qtt oS S0, Al o] A3} A& (argillic
alteratlon)d—} A3} A-(sericitisation)S A=FsFal =
/\].;(1—/\45_0] Oﬂ/\tﬂZ]Z]—.Q_—__ HEPO} %Aégt oq;,q &

04-4 BAEOl A85k= Aol Agslth(Ishikawa et al.,
1976). A+ A 9o HMIEUolE A& 61719 A A
of WReld o AR 107h0] WA A48 Aksact.
AL A oA AtEE= HIEUO|ES] A4 e Ales

ol MAAES Wokou, fE AN tEE= HE
Jo|EQ] AL X HR 28-S Hkz] okl Agx 9le

2 S0 4 9U9Ich(Fig. 3a). CCPIZ} ALZ 0| g3 tho]
ofglel 4] 447]91e] Qo] £ i ghujolE + K
Hol Fh4El WA AW A§-L Lehith 7hg A
A WAL AU Age] BAHS F Fe) Atz

o L
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Fig. 2. Binary diagrams of heavy metal (a) Pb, (b) As and (c) Cr
concentrations (ppm) against Al,O;/ SiO, ratio of the investigated
sample from the reserch area.
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Fig. 3. Diagrams displaying 61 samples of bentonite from the
reserch area and 10 samples of basaltic rock from Yeonil area.
(a) Binary diagram displaying the main chemical differences
between Gampo and Yeonil, and (b) alteration box plot with
argillic alteration trends.
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Fig. 4. Binary diagrams of (a) Na,0O vs. CaO and (b) CaO+ Na,O
vs K,O of the investigated sample from the reserch area.
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