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[Abstract]

This study was conducted to examine the correlation of Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)
distress, coping flexibility, perceived stress and depression, and to verify the moderation effect of the
coping flexibility in the relationship between COVID-19 distress and perceived stress, and depression. A
cross-sectional survey was conducted with 206 adults in J city from August 2 to 17, 2022. Data were
analyzed using Hierarchical regression analysis and a simple model of PROCESS macro. As a result,
coping flexibility moderated the relationship between COVID-19 distress and perceived stress. In
particular, at high COVID-19 distress level, participants with high coping flexibility had lower perceived
stress compared to those with low coping flexibility. Enhancing coping flexibility can be used as a
strategy for reducing perceived stress. Therefore, we suggested education for coping flexibility and

developing a strategy for improving coping flexibility.
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I. Introduction
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II. Methods

1. Subjects
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2. Study Methods
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3. Analysis
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III. Results

1. Demographic Characteristics
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Table 1. Demographic Variables (N=206)
Variables Sub-Items N(%)
Male 56(27.2)
Gender Female 150(72.8)
<30 8(3.9)
30-39 23 11.2)
Age (years) 40-49 39(18.9)
50-59 64(31.1)
60>= 72(35.0)
<High School 24(11.7)
High school 73(35.4)
Education College 42(20.4)
University 59(28.6)
Graduates 8(3.9)
Christianity 79(38.3)
Relesion Buddhism 44(21.4)
Catholic 12(5.8)
Others 71(34.5)
~ Bad 35(17.0)
ailafltr:ted Average 99(48.1)
Good 72(35.0)
<1,000,000 49(23.8)
1,000,000< ~
<2,000,000 62(30.1)
Salary 2,000,000< ~
(won/month) <3,000,000 52(25.2)
3,000,000=< ~
<4,000,000 22(10.7)
4,000,000< 21(10.2)

2. Differences In COVID-19 distress, perceived
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4. Moderation effect of Coping Flexibility on
relationship between COVID-19 distress and
perceived stress
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5. Moderation effect of Coping Flexibility on
relationship between COVID-19 distress and
depression
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Table 2. Differences in COVID-19 Distress, Perceived Stress, Depression by General Characteristics
. COVID-19 distress Perceived stress Depression
Variables
M+£SD t or F(p) M+£SD t or F(p) M£SD t or F(p)
Male 2.95+0.72 1.97+0.44 0.65+0.43
Gender 2.515% 0.224 0.014x
Female 3.22+0.66 2.06+0.52 0.82+0.47
<30 2.67+0.90 1.61£0.49° 0.53+0.27
30-39 2.98+£0.74 2.25+0.59° 0.71+0.34
Age B 2.765%
40-49 3.07£0.56 1.940 2.08+0.56 0.81£0.42 0.985
(years) (b>a)
50-59 3.18+0.82 2.01+0.53¢ 0.75+0.49
60>= 3.25+0.54 2.01+0.36° 0.82+0.51
<High School 3.25+0.71 2.02+£0.32 0.90+0.67
High school 3.22+0.67 2.01£0.51 0.78+0.48
Education College 3.18+0.66 1.230 1.97+0.44 0.668 0.75+0.38 0.691
University 2.99+0.70 2.10£0.53 0.73+0.34
Graduates 3.08+0.79 2.18+0.83 0.87£0.74
Christianity 3.14£0.68 1.98+0.46 0.80+0.44
Buddhism 3.22+0.68 2.08+0.45 0.74+0.43
Religion - 0.300 0.891 2.197
Catholic 3.07+0.86 1.92+0.29 1.07£0.80
Others 3.10+0.68 2.09+£0.59 0.72+0.46
Bad 3.44%0.67° 2.15+0.53 1.00£0.61°
Self-rated b 9.222*x b 8.179*x
+ + +
Health Average 3.21£0.63 (a>c, b>c) 2.07+0.47 2.566 0.80+0.43 (a>¢)
Good 2.90+0.70¢ 1.94+0.52 0.63+0.38¢
<1,000,000 3.17£0.66 1.98+0.43 0.84+0.57
1,000,000~
et + + +
1999 000 3.29+0.69 2.07+0.46 0.80+0.40
Salary 2,000,000~
et + + +
(won/month) | 2.999.000 3.01+0.64 1.295 2.10£0.61 0.701 0.70+0.43 0.650
3,000,000~
ool + + +
3999000 3.09+0.77 2.02+0.47 0.77+0.37
4,000,000>= 3.05+0.73 1.92+0.49 0.74+0.55

*¥(p<0.01), *(p<0.05)

Table 3. Correlations of COVID-19 Distress, Perceived Stress, Depression and Coping Flexibility

Variables

COVID-19 distress

Perceived stress

Depression

Coping Flexibility

COVID-19 distress

1

Perceived stress 0.329=*x 1
Depression 0.439*x 0.291*x* 1
Coping Flexibility -0.016 -0.155* 0.034 1

*¥(p<0.01), *(p<0.05)

Table 4. Moderation Effect of Coping Flexibility on Relationship between COVID-19 Distress and Perceived Stress

Models b SE B t AR?
1 COVID-19 distress 0.329 0.066 0.329 4.975%x* 0.108
2 Coping Flexibility -0.125 0.065 -0.150 -2.290% 0.022
3 COVID-19 distress X Coping Flexibility -0.152 0.061 -0.163 -2.479* 0.026

*¥(p<0.01), *(p<0.05)
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Table 5. Moderation Effect of Coping Flexibility on Relationship between COVID-19 Distress and Depression

Models b SE B t AR?

1 COVID-19 distress 0.439 0.063 0.439 6.985%* 0.193
Coping Flexibility 0.041 0.063 0.041 0.657 0.002
COVID-19 distress X Coping Flexibility -0.075 0.060 -0.080 -1.252 0.006

*x(p<0.01), *(p<0.05)
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