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An Exploratory Study on K-Fashion Acceptance Behavior among Vietnamese
International Students in Korea

Min Kyoung Jung and So Jung Yun'
Dept. of Textiles, Merchandising and Fashion Design, Seoul National University, Seoul, Korea

Abstract: This study explores aspects of Vietnamese students’ acculturation and acceptance behavior of K-fashion, based
on the theory of planned behavior (TPB). In-depth interviews were conducted with 8 Vietnamese international students
in Korea. The results of the study firstly indicate that K-fashion acceptance behavior of Vietnamese students reflected
eight values of K-fashion, two motives of behavior, and two types of K-fashion acceptance behavior. Vietnamese students
generally displayed a favorable attitude toward K-fashion. They all switched to K-fashion styles and actively showed their
styles through SNS. Second, there was a difference in K-fashion behavior depending on whether the motivation for accul-
turation was of an active or inactive nature. The distinction between these two groups was determined by applying behav-
ioral reasoning theory (BRT). Students whose motivation for learning Korean was an interest in Korean culture were
characterized by active behavior in adapting to Korean culture, while those whose motivation for learning Korean was for
strategic reasons, such as finding a good job, exhibited inactive K-fashion acceptance. This study has academic significance
in that it enhances the understanding of Vietnamese consumers through the K-fashion acceptance behavior of Vietnamese
students in Korea. Vietnamese students who actively embrace K-fashion play an important role in spreading K-fashion,
so it could be beneficial to establish a strategy for promoting K-fashion in collaboration with them.

Key words: K-fashion(K-¥|41), Acculturation (£3}4-2-), Vietnamese student in Korea (M Ed -+84Y), Theory of Planned
Behavior(TPB) (A8 % 3)5°]&), Behavioral Reasoning Theory(BRT) (3&5F=20]&)
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Table 1. Characteristics of the participants
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No Age Gender Motivation for learning Korean Length of stay in Korea Period of learning Korean
A 27 Female Interest in K-drama 1 year 7 years
B 28 Female To get a good job 3 years 10 years
C 28 Female Interest in the Korean language 3 years 9 years
D 26 Female To get a good job 6 months 5 years
E 26 Female Interest in K-pop 2 years 3 years
F 28 Female Interest in K-culture 3 years 10 years
G 28 Female To get a good job 4 years 9 years
H 23 Female To get a good job 4 years 4 years
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- Excellent sensitivity
- Good Design
- Good Quality
- Comfortable Fit
- Various Usability
- Size Similarity
- Monotonous Color
- Expensive Price Attitude

Motivation for
Acceptance of K-fashion

Adaptation to the Korean climate
Desire to look similar to Koreans

— Subjective Norm

Behavior
For K-fashion

- Active Acceptance
- Selective Acceptance

Perceived
Behavioral Control
- Fashion Confidence
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Fig. 1. Research Model I- Application of Theory of Planned Behavior(TPB).
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Fig. 2. Research Model 1I- Application of Behavioral Reasoning Theory(BRT).
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Korea Korean motivation K-fashion
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D To get a good job 6 months S years Low Inacitve
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H Interest in K-culture 4 years 4 years High Active
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