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FHHATAEA, A%, 2715, 2015 A0, A, 87, 2015 oI5k, 2015 Anderson
et al, 1994; Cirannl & Shimamura, 1999; Koutstaal, Schacter & Johnson, Galluccio, 1999; Biuml &
Hartinger, 2002; Anderson, 2003; Hicks & Starns, 2004).
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89 F 392 43 19 FelPW WSS BAIA AUt EF sPe B IHoR
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BAE B 44490
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(Abstract)

The Effect of Retrieval Difficulty and

Association Strength on Memory Inhibition

Yoonjae Jung

Department of Psychology, Catholic University

The present study was designed to investigate the effect of the difficulty level of retrieval practice and the
association strength of categories and stimuli within categories on memory inhibition. Most of the studies
have investigated whether inhibition was occurred by manipulating the degree of association strength, emotion
value or physical characteristics of non-retrieval practice words within the retrieval practice category. Therefore,
it was necessary to study how inhibition occurs according to the degree of difficulty of retrieval stimuli
during retrieval practice. The difficulty of retrieval was manipulated into three levels: difficult condition,
normal condition, and easy condition through the degree of presentation of consonants and vowels of words
during retrieval learning. Additionally, the strength of association between categories and words within
categories was manipulated. In previous studies, retrieval-induced forgetting occurred under conditions where
the association strength between categories and words within the categories was strong. On the other hand,
retrieval-induced forgetting did not occur under conditions where the association strength between categories
and words within the categories was weak. The present study, if the inhibition process differs according to
the difficulty of retrieval, the possibility of different results from previous studies was explored according to
the difference in the strength of association with the category. As a result of the study, in the condition of
strong association strength, retrieval-induced forgetting was observed under normal and difficult retrieval
difficulty conditions. Whereas retrieval-induced forgetting was not observed under conditions of easy retrieval
difficulty condition. In the condition of weak association strength, retrieval-induced forgetting tended to occur
under difficult retrieval difficulty conditions. Whereas retrieval-induced forgetting was not observed under
conditions of normal and easy retrieval difficulty condition. These results suggest that memory inhibition may

appear differently depending on the difficulty of retrieval.

Key words : memory inhibition, retrieval difficulty, association strength, retrieval-induced forgetting
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