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A Study on the Major Perception of Nursing Freshmen
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Abstract This study was attempted to provide basic data for the development of the nursing major curriculum
and the admission strategy for attracting new students by identifying the perception of the nursing major among
freshmen in the nursing department. Participants in this study were 40 freshmen who agreed to participate in
the study among freshmen in the department of nursing who completed self-exploration, a required liberal arts
course for freshmen opened in the first semester of 2021. Data collection was a study diary written by
participants after 15 weeks of class, and the traditional content analysis method suggested by Heieh and
Shannon was applied to data analysis. As a result of the study, three themes were derived: 'motivation for
entering the nursing major', 'value of the nursing major', and 'obstacles to the nursing major'. Therefore, colleges
and departments need to strengthen their entrance examination strategies to develop and conduct field trip
programs for experiential departments linked to middle and high schools and It is necessary to solve the
difficulties in taking major courses by providing subject and extracurricular programs targeting students who lack

basic learning ability.
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Table 1. Perception of Major in Nursing Freshmen

Categories Subcategories

Career program experience
Motivation for
entering the
nursing major

Recommendations from parents and
friends

Match my inclination

Practical studies closely related to real life

The Value of a

Nursing Major Have a socially respected job

Expansion into adjacent fields

Major classes that are difficult for those
who have given up on English
Major classes unfamiliar to liberal arts
students

Obstacles to
Nursing Major
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