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A Review on the Improvement of the Meaning and Composition

Requirements of Interference with Fire Protection Activities
—Focusing on Interference with 119 EMS Activities —

Young Pyo Hong

Graduate school of Law, Korea University

=ABSTRACT=

Modern society is facing an unstable environment due to unexpected accidents
and hazardous situations. For example, incidents such as the collapse of the Bundang
Bridge and the crushing accident in Itaewon could serve as examples. In addition
to these, critical emergencies like sudden cardiac arrests and strokes frequently occur,
requiring swift actions and smooth transfers to specialized medical institutions for
effective responses.

In response to these risks, the country has been establishing various systems to
protect the lives and safety of its citizens. Among these, the 119 First Aid Activities
plays a crucial role within the emergency medical system. Its goal is to promptly
respond to critical emergency situations involving severe trauma patients or patients
with serious illnesses, minimizing damage and safeguarding lives by swiftly
transferring them to emergency medical institutions for specialized treatment. The
core activity related to this is emergency rescue operations.

In particular, the 119 First Aid system serves as a crucial institution responsible
for the hospital transportation of emergency patients. However, rescue personnel still
encounter cases of interference with their activities during their duties. Despite efforts
from the police, these interference cases persist, and they share similarities with
the crime of obstructing official duties. Interference with emergency activities exhibits
a comparable nature to instances such as physical assaults and equipment damage
against emergency medical practitioners working within the emergency medical
system.

Therefore, a comprehensive understanding and improvement efforts regarding the
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issues of interference that arise during the process of emergency medical activities,
including the 119 First Aid system, are necessary. The solution to these problems
is to establish and improve the conditions for obstruction of first aid activities,
focusing on the “Framework Act on Firefighting” and the “Act on 119 Rescue and

Emergency.”

Keyword : Obstruction of firefighting activities, Emergency rescue activities,
Assault on emergency rescuers, Special judicial police, Emergency
medical services




