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m Abstract

A Study on the Human Mind and Moral Mind
Theory in Daesoon Thought

Park Byung-mann

Senior Researcher, Sungkyun Institute for Confucian Studies and
East Asian Philosophy, Sungkyunkwan University

This study aims to look into the concept of Human Mind and
Moral Mind and the issue of their axiological interpretation in
Daesoon Thought. In the Song dynasty, the concept of the Human
Mind and Moral Mind was understood as indicating two aspects of
the universal Human Mind. Discourse on this theory was undertaken
by scholars such as Cheng Yichuan (FfHI1), Su Shi (#F#), and
Zhu Xi (4<%). The differences between the Human Mind and Moral
Mind were interpreted as issues of cultivation. The discussion of
the Human Mind and Moral Mind were established through a
systematic theory by Zhu Xi, and this developed into various forms
of discourse and ideological stances thereafter. One of the most
important issues of the Human Mind and Moral Mind theory was
its axiological interpretation, which was divided largely into three
patterns. One was to interpret the Human Mind and Moral Mind as
evil and good respectively (proponents included Cheng Yichuan and
Zhu Xi in his early theories), the other one saw them as

value—neutral and good (proponents included Zhu Xi, Toegye B3,
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and Yulgok %4+), and the last one interpretation held them as
pre—evil and pre—good (Dasan #%l1). As the Human Mind and
Moral Mind can be seen as a universal human issue, the
examination of those patterns in the Confucian tradition would be
meaningful for understanding the Human Mind and Moral Mind as a
theoretical base in Daesoon Thought.

In Daesoon Thought, the Human Mind and Moral Mind are
defined as private and public respectively, but no further
explanation is provided regarding these items. If we infer by
considering the two in the light of the overall ideology and values
that Daesoon Jinrihoe pursues, the Human Mind can be said to
represent basic biological desires such as clothing, food, and
sexual satisfaction all of which are human vital activities needed
for the preservation of the human race. The Moral Mind can be
seen as a mind that is set upon practicing morality and realizing
the ideological aims of ‘supporting the nation and comforting the
people,” ‘vast saving all creatures,” and achieving ‘harmony and
peace for humankind.” However, the conscience and the selfish
mind, which are related axiologically to the Human Mind and the
Moral Mind, are defined respectively as good and evil and
explained in a relatively systematic way which includes conceptual
claims and details on the origin of these aspects of mind. The
reason why the discussions of the conscience and selfish mind are
more systematically described than the Human Mind and Moral
Mind seems to be that issues relating to the conscience and
selfish mind are more directly applicable to matters of religious

doctrine.
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