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Abstract A brief history of the Korean Meteorological Society (KMS) is presented for the 60-
year period (1963~2022). And academic activities during the period are examined to evaluate
their contributions to the achievement of the KMS’s goal, that is, the advance of meteorology
and circulation of meteorological knowledge. Membership of the KMS was less than 300 before
1990, but increased fast afterwards, exceeding 1000, 2000 and 3000 in 2002, 2014 and 2019,
respectively. After 1990, 11 professional committees were set up gradually and played import-
ant roles in the advances of professional fields. Size of the KMS budget grew gradually in the
1990s and faster during the 2000s, showing fluctuations in the 2010s. The KMS has been quite
active in academic activities such as academic journals, domestic and international conferences,
and book publishing. The Journal of the KMS (JKMS) has led the advance of meteorology in
Korea since the beginning of the KMS, while “Asia-Pacific Journal of Atmospheric Sciences”,
which succeeded the JKMS in 2008, has been showing significant paper contributions from sci-
entists around the world and increase of impact factor. Total number of presentations in the reg-
ular KMS conferences for the 2010s is 5 times larger than that for the 1990s, with a significant
diversification of subject area. Internationally, the trilateral conference of the meteorological
societies of Korea, China and Japan had been held since 2005. In 2015, the 3 societies stopped
the conference and, instead, launched “Asian Conference on Meteorology”. Meanwhile, the
KMS has published glossaries, dictionaries, and textbooks of atmospheric sciences.
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Table 1. Number of KMS members by year in the last 10 years (2013~2022).

Year 2013 2014 2015 2016

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Number of

1,680 2,021 2,271 2,479
members

2,629 2,858 3,040 3,130 3,264 3,515

3=t7148ks] 7] #3339 23 (2023)
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Table 2. Summary of undergraduate and graduate departments or programs of atmospheric sciences including atmospheric
environment and departments of or majors in earth science education, based on the homepage of each department or major as

of October 2022.
Foundi N Numb Number of graduates
s ounding epartment name umber as of February 2022
University year/month (present name) of faculty ( il )
Bachelor  Master  Doctor
* Sch. of Earth & Env. Sci.
1 Seoul NU 1958.3 (Major in Atmos. Sci.) 10 998 330 156
2 Seoul NU 1959. 3 Dept. Earth Sci. Educ. 0 - - -
3 Kyungpook NU 1963. 3 Dept. Earth Sci. Educ. 1 - - -
4 Chosun Univ. 1967.12 Dept. Earth Sci. Educ. 1 - 11 -
5 Kongju NU 1968. 3 Dept. Earth Sci. Educ. 1 - 11
6  Yonsei Univ." 1968. 3 Dept. Atm. Sci. 12 1,443 356 128
7  Pusan NU 1969. 3 Dept. Earth Sci. Educ. 1 744 86 13
. Dept. Sci. Educ.
8  Ewha Womans Univ. 1969. 3 (Major in Earth Sci. Educ.) 0 - - -
Dept. Sci. Educ.
9  Jeonbuk NU 1971.12 (Major in Earth Sci. Educ.) 1 - 4 6
10 Chonnam NU 1979.9 Dept. Earth Sci. Educ. 1 - 16 -
11 Chungbuk NU 1981. 3 Dept. Earth Sci. Educ. 1 302 12 5
Faculty of Earth Sys. & Env.
12 Chonnam NU 1981.10 Sci. (Major in Ocean Env.) 2 B 22 .
Dept. Sci. Edu.
13 Kangwon NU 1984. 3 (Major in Earth Sci. Educ.) 0 - 0 0
14 Korea NU of Education 1985.3 Dept. Earth Sci. Educ. 1 612 16 2
15 Hanyang Univ. 1988. 3 Marine Sci. & Conv. Eng. 2 - 15 3
16  Gangreung-Wonju NU" 1988. 3 Dept. Atm. & Env. Sci. 7 1014 110 8
Dept. Astro. & Atmos. Sci.
17 Kyungpook NU 1988. 3 (Major in Atmos. Sci.) 5 749 146 26
= Div. Earth & Env. Sys. Sci.
18  Pukyong NU 1989.3 (Major in Env. Atmos. Sci.) 6 805 182 50
19 Pusan NU 1989. 3 Dept. Atm. Sci. 7 1134 222 77
20  Kongju NU 1994. 3 Dept. Atm. Sci. 6 843 151 9
21 Gwangju Inst. of Sci. & Tech. 1995.3 Sch. of Earth Sci. & Env. Eng. 5 15 107 32
. . Sch. of Env. Sci.
22 Keimyung Univ. 1996. 3 (Major in Global Env.) 1 604 221 76
23 POSTECH 1996. 3 Div. of Env. Sci. & Eng. 4 - 12 7
Div. Earth & Env. Sys. Sci.
24 Pukyong NU 1999.3 (Major in Spatial Info. & Eng.) 3 636 32 4
. Dept. Earth Sci.
25  Chosun Univ. 1999. 8 (Major in Atmos. Sci.) 0 - 63 15
26  Inje Univ. 2004. 3 Dept. Atmos. Env. Info. Eng. - 25 10
. Interdisciplinary Postgrad.
27 JejuNU 2005. 3 Prog. in MarinG Met. 1 - 23 2
28  UNIST 2008.11 Dept. Urban & Env. Eng 7 - 34 14
29  Chungnam NU 2014.3 Dept. of Astro. & Space Sci. 1 - 14 -
30 Daegu Univ. 2015.3 Div. of Env. Sci. & Eng. 1 - - -
31 Pusan NU 2017.3 Grad. Dept. Clim. Sys. 3 - 3 -
. Major in Climate-Energy Sys.
32 EWHA Womans Univ. 2017.3 Eng. (Grad. Prog.) 4 - 2 1
Total 97 9,899 2,226 644
:lnitial name of the department was “Department of Astronomy and Meteorology”.
Initial name of the department was “Department of Atmospheric Science”.
- The exact number is not known due to interdisciplinary majors.
Atmosphere, Vol. 33, No. 2. (2023)
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Table 3. Annual revenue of the KMS for 2013~2022 (unit: million won). The carry-over from the last year (in parenthesis) is

included in the annual revenue for each year.

Year 2013 2014 2015 2016

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Annual revenue
(Carry-over from
the last year)

967 634 737 841
(105)  (189)  (309)  (351)

1,005 869 923 754 785 1,061
430)  (325)  (408)  (452)  (494)  (515)

Atmosphere, Vol. 33, No. 2. (2023)
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Table 4. Important changes or points in the regular conferences of the KMS.

Year Important changes or points Remarks
1964 The 1st KMS conference 3 oral presentations
1971 Invited lecture was introduced 2 invited speakers
1977 KMS conference held for 2 days Apr. 11-12
1978 Regularization of spring and fall conferences
1986 Each of the spring and fall conferences held for 2 days
1996 Poster presentation was introduced Apr. 26-27
1998 109 presentations at the fall conference Dec. 29-30
2004 204 presentations at the fall conference Oct. 28-29
2010 KMS (fopference was .divide.d into 5 acaden.lic divisions,
each division holding its spring conference independently
2013 50th Anniversary conference of the KMS Apr. 18-19
2013 302 presentations at the fall conference Oct. 17-19
2013 Fall conference held for 3 days Oct. 17-19
2014 627 participants in the fall conference Oct. 13-15
2015 Web search function for presentations and schedules Oct. 12-14
2018 595 presentations at the fall conference Oct. 29-31
2018 794 participants in the fall conference Oct. 29-31
2020 Online fall conference due to COVID-19 Oct. 28-29
2022 Student workshops at the spring conference Apr. 27

3=t7148ks] 7] #3339 23 (2023)
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Appendix I. The late Dr. Chae Pyo Kook, the first president of the Korean Meteorological
Society, and his scientific achievements (from the website of “Persons of Distinguished
Service to Science and Technology”, https://www.koreascientists.kr/scientists/).
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Appendix Il. Number of presentations at the regular KMS conferences by year. Fall
conference was not held in the years without number in the column for fall conference.
The notations and abbreviations are explained below the table.

Spring(or 1st) conference Number of
ear Number of presentations in the order of Fc::)lrll(f(:arreilll? presentation:
invited(I), oral(O), poster(P) presentations LO.P spring/fall/
OFD(MeT) ADM APD CLD EAD T yearly total
1964 0,3,0 - 3/0/ 3
1965 0,3,0 - 3/0/3
1966 0,3,0 - 3/0/ 3
1967 0,3,0 - 3/0/3
1968 0,2,0 0,6,0 2/6/8
1969 0,3,0 - 3/0/3
1970 0,4,0 0,4,0 4/ 4/ 8
1971 2,3,0 2,4,0 5/ 6/ 11
1972 0,50 - 5/0/5
1973 0,4,0 - 4/ 0/ 4
1974 2,1,0 0,2,0 3/2/5
1975 0,3,0 - 3/0/ 3
1976 0,5,0 - 5/0/5
1977 4,6,0 - 10/ 0/ 10
1978 2,3,0 2,7,0 5/9/ 14
1979 2,6,0 1,4,0 8/5/13
1980 2,7,0 2,4,0 9/ 6/ 15
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1981 4,7,0 4,10, 0 11/ 14/ 25
1982 2,7,0 4,11,0 9/ 15/ 24
1983 4,13,0 4,17,0 17/ 21/ 38
1984 7,17,0 5,23,0 24/ 28/ 52
1985 2,17,0 2,7,0 19/ 9/ 28
1986 2,15,0 2,14,0 17/ 16/ 33
1987 1, 14,0 2,12,0 15/ 14/ 29
1988 3,17,0 2,23,0 20/ 25/ 45
1989 2,21,0 2,29,0 23/31/ 54
1990 2,18,0 2,23,0 20/ 25/ 45
1991 4,23,0 1,37,0 27/ 38/ 65
1992 2,30, 0 2,36, 0 32/ 38/ 70
1993 2,42,0 0,41,0 44/ 41/ 85
1994 1,55,0 3,52,0 56/ 55/ 111
1995 3,52,0 2,43,0 55/ 45/ 100
1996 1, 66, 20 2,54,3 87/ 59/ 146
1997 3,67,5 3,70, 1 75/ 74/ 149
1998 0, 59, 39 3,90, 16 98/ 109/ 207
1999 2,82, 16 2,79,22 100/ 103/ 203
2000 2,57, 35 2, 87,26 94/ 115/ 209
2001 1, 85, 45 1,94, 57 131/ 152/ 283
2002 3,122, 40 2,112, 49 165/ 163/ 328
2003 1, 123, 58 1, 117, 56 182/ 174/ 356
2004 1, 80, 39 3, 140, 61 120/ 204/ 324
2005 3, 189, 46 2,/,225 238/ 227/ 465
2006 2,177,29 2, 150, 23 208/ 175/ 383
2007 2, 139, 87 2, 131, 96 2028/ 229/ 457
2008 2,0, 180 2, 116, 89 182/ 207/ 389
2009 2, 109, 60 2,159, 85 171/ 246/ 417
2010 1,22, 13 0,9,5 1,24, 10 2,50, 35 1,38, 22 0, 113, 130 233/ 243/ 476
2011 - 0, 29,25 1,20, 42 1,48,36  0,21,11 3, 65,92 234/ 160/ 394
2012 - 3, 38, 36 1,28, 18 2,35,43  4,25,32 0,107, 172 265/ 279/ 544
2013 - 2,32, 47 1,24, 23 2,18,61 0,43, 51 0, 116, 186 304/ 302/ 606
2014 2,20, 10 0,21, 56 3,17, 19 - 0,15,38 10, 130,229 201/ 369/ 570
2015 2,27, 66" 2, 30, 63 - 1, 40, 49 - 5,221,238 280/ 464/ 744
2016 - - 3,85,84" 2 39,51 - 1,255.216 264/ 472/ 736
2017 - - - 1,27, 61 - 2,187, 184 89/ 373/ 462
2018 - - - 1,34, 54 - 3, 247, 345 89/ 595/ 684
2019 - - 2,49, 649  1,35,54 - 3,229,292 205/ 524/ 729
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2020 - - - - - 1, 153,239 0/ 393/ 393
2021 - 2,23,28” - - - 3, 186, 208 53/397/ 450
2022 - 1,22,19 2, 43, 349 2,39,78 0,21, 30 2,251,263 291/ 516 / 807

/> : No records for oral or poster presentation
)~6) .

: Two academic divisions are combined to hold a conference
Abbreviations

ADM: Atmospheric Dynamics and Modeling Division
APD: Atmospheric Physics Division

CLD: Climate Division

EAD: Environment and Application Division

MeT: Meteorological Technology Division

OFD: Observation and Forecast Division
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