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Shim-Song Yon-Gu 2023, 38 : 1

(ABSTRACT>

An Interpretation of the Korean Fairy-Tale
“Borrowed Fortune From Heaven” From the Perspective

of Analytical Psychology

Kihong Baek, M.D."

This study examined the Korean folklore “Borrowed Fortune from Heaven”
from the perspective of Analytical Psychology, considering it a manifestation
of the human psyche, and tried to gain a deeper understanding of what hap-
pens in our mind. Through the exploration, the researcher was able to re-iden-
tify the ongoing psychological process operating in the depths of our mind,
pertaining to the emergence of a new dimension of consciousness. Particular-
ly the researcher was able to gain some insights into how the potential psychic
elements for the new consciousness are prepared in the unconscious, how they
get integrated into the conscious life, and what is essential for the accomplish-
ment of the process.

The tale begins with a poor woodcutter who, in order to escape from poverty,
starts gathering twice as much firewood. However, the newly acquired amount
disappears overnight, so the woodcutter gets perplexed and curious about
where it goes and who is taking it. He seeks to find out the truth, which leads
him to an unexpected journey to Heaven. There he learns the truth concerning
his very tiny amount of fortune, and discovers another big fortune for an un-
born person. By pleading with the ruler of Heaven, the woodcutter borrows
that grand fortune, on the condition that he must return it to the owner when
the time comes. After that, the woodcutter’s life undergoes a series of changes,
in which he finally becomes a wealthy farmer, but gradually is reminded more
and more that the destined time is approaching. In the end, the fortune is com-
pletely transferred to the original owner, resulting in a dramatic twist and the
creation of a new life circumstances.
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The overall plot can be understood as a reflection of the psychological pro-
cess aiming at the evolution of consciousness through renewal. In this context,
the woodcutter can be considered a psychic element that undergoes a continu-
ous transformation in preparation for participating in the upcoming new con-
sciousness. In other words, the changes brought about by this figure can be in-
terpreted as a gradual and increasingly detailed foreshadowing of what the
forthcoming new consciousness would be like.

Interestingly, as the destined time approaches, the protagonist's anguish in
conflict reaches its climax, despite his good performance in his role until then.
This effectively portrays the difficulty of achieving a new dimension of con-
sciousness, which requires moving past the last step. All the events in the sto-
ry ultimately converge at this point. After all, the resolution occurs when the
protagonist lets go of everything he has and follows the will of Heaven. This
implies what is essential for the renewal of consciousness. Only by complete-
ly complying with the entire mind, the potential constituents of the new con-
sciousness that should play important roles in a renewal and evolution of con-
sciousness through experiencing, can participate in the ultimate outcome. As
long as they remain trapped in any intermediate stage, the totality of the psyche
would develop another detour aiming at the final destination, which means the
beginning of another period of suffering carrying a purposeful meaning. The
tale suggests that this truth will be applied everywhere that renewal of con-
sciousness is directed, whether for an individual or a society.

KEYWORDS : Fairy-tale; Heaven; Borrowed fortune;
Renewed consciousness; Analytical psychology.
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