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(Abstract)

This study examines the entrepreneurial experiences of unmarried mothers living in a community who have
succeeded in starting a business. Attention was given to the maternal and labor rights of five single mothers
in a community who gave birth, raised children, and engaged in vocational activities. Data were collected through
one-on-one in-depth discussions with the participants and analyzed using Colaizzi's descriptive-phenomenological
method. The data analysis revealed 53 themes and 10 clusters of themes. Based on these results, items such
as overcoming pregnancy conflict, reasons for starting a business, and successful entrepreneurial experience were

”

identified and described. The key themes of this study include “Pressure to live”, “Hold oneself responsible for

L

an unblessed life”, “Stigma and deprivation of opportunity”, “Maintaining basic life amid anxiety”, “Starting from

ground zero”, “Work and parenting tug-of-war”; “Let’s rely on my ability rather than external support”, “Securing
credit capital”, “Philosophy for shared growth” and “Infinite possibilities at the edge of a cliff”. In the attempt
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to start a business using positive psychological capital for the well-being of themselves and their children’s, the

mothers uncovered social capital, which led to mutual growth. Based on the research results, the ethics and

resilience of shared growth were discussed.

Key words: Unmarried mothers, Entrepreneurship, Shared growth, Maternal rights, Labor rights
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